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Highlights In This Issue 

February 
 Highlights  

 
 2/6, Sun, 10:00 am 

Shotsuki Hoyo, Online 
 * Japanese Language Service 
    *  English Discussion Group 
 
 2/7, Mon, 10:00 am,  

Buddhist Discussion 
Group 

 
 2/13, Sun, 10:00 am 

Nirvana Day & Pet Me-
morial Service, Online 

 
 2/20, Sun,10:00 am 

Boy & Cub Scout Sunday 
Service, Online 
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MVBT’s Super Seniors are those 
members who are over the age of 
80 and have been the pillars of the 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple.  
These valued members of our Sang-

ha have led interesting lives and 
greatly contributed to the growth 

and success of our Temple. 

With Gassho, 

Senior Memories Committee 

 

Super Senior Highlights 

Isamu & Yukiko Higa are 
the Super Seniors for this 

Echo.  Their story starts on 
Page 6 of this issue. 

This photo of Isaumu & Yuki-
ko is from the Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple’s 50th Anni-
versary album dated October 

2012. 

Receive Shinjin - True Entrusting (Part 2) 
Continuing from my Dharma Talk 
last month, I would like to discuss 
Shinjin, or entrusting mind, the 

most important concept of Jodo 
Shinshu doctrine.  As I introduced 

in January, to receive Shinjin 
means to completely rid yourself of 

the belief in the recompense of evil 
and good. Instead, Shinjin refers to 
our state of mind which removes 

our own calculation. 

I’m sure some of you assume 

that those who do something 
harmful or wrong will go to hell, 

and some of you who believe that 
accumulating good deeds is the 

only way to enter the Pure Land.  
Both these mindsets are the result 
of our belief in self-power.  Be-

cause we are foolish beings, we act 
out of self-centeredness.  But our 

good deeds are done only to gain 
our own interest based on our 

judgment, which is why our calcula-
tion is both impure and imperfect. 

However, we Nembutsu fol-

lowers do not need our own calcu-
lation at all because it is Amida 

Buddha’s calculation that allows us 
to attain Buddhahood. T his is the 
teaching of Jodo Shinshu. 

That is why Shinran tells us to 
throw away the imperfect concept 

of self-power (our calculating mind) 
and rely instead on other power 

that is Amida Buddha’s Vow 
(Amida’s calculation), which allows 

us to receive true peace of mind. 

Think about what we were 
like as children when we relied 

entirely on our parents.  “The 
world without a parent” refers to 

when we alone guess, judge, and 
make conclusions.  In that state, we 

have many issues to worry about 
each day.  But think back to your 
childhood.  Some of you may have 

experienced hardship, but I would 
assume the majority of you have 

mostly positive memories of your 
youth.  The reason we have such 

good memories is because we nat-
urally, unconsciously and complete-

ly trusted our parents’ decisions.  
In other words, we lived in our 
parents’ calculation.  Although it is 

hard to become an aware person in 
one’s childhood, the child’s mind 

being embraced in the parents’ 
calculation brings a sense of securi-

ty and safety.  Because of their 

(Continued on page 4) 

Rev. Yushi Mukojima 
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February 6, 2022, Sunday, 10:00 am, Shotsuki Hoyo,  
 Online Service 
11:00 am:  Japanese Language Service., Online 

11:00 am:  English Discussion Group, Online      

February 7, 2022, Monday, 7:00 pm, Buddhist Discussion  

 Group 
To join, send email request to staff@mvbuddhhisttemple.org 

February 13, 2022, Sunday, 10:00 am, Nirvana Day & Pet  Me-
morial Service, Online Service 
Nirvana Day: Observe the passing of the historical Sakyamuni Buddha into Nirvana 

Pet Memorial: Express our gratitude and gratefully remember the pets who provided us with love   
and companionship 

February 20, 2021, Sunday, 10:00 am, Cub & Boy Scout Service, 
 Online Service 
Observe the contributions of the Cub & Boy Scouts to the Temple 

 

February 27, 2021, Sunday, 10:00 am, Regular Service,  

 Online Service 
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Religious Planning — February 2022 

While Sunday Services at the Temple are cancelled, Dharma Messages are available at Temple websites.  
https://www.mvbuddhisttemple.org   or   https://tinyurl.com/MVBT-YouTube 

Current and Past Dharma Messages are available. 
Namo Amida Butsu – "Let us live with Kindness and Gratitude beyond words..." 

JOIN US 
Sunday Dharma Messages by Rev. Mukojima and  

Minister’s Assistants John Arima and  
Devon Matsumoto are available on the  

MVBT website. 

JOZAI:  SUNDAY SERVICE DONATION 

Put your Jozai into the Dana Box 
Go to MVBT website & Press the Dona Box 

Shotsuki Hoyo Service Study Class 

Check Temple Website for latest information about Temple activities 

The Mountain View Buddhist Temple would like to express its heartfelt  

condolences to the families and friends of: 

 Scott Takasuka May 29,1986 - Dec 25,2021 

 Junichi Takimoto June 1, 1932 - Dec 31, 2021 

 Eiko Kihara July 24, 1930 - Jan 1, 2022 

 May you find comfort in the embrace of Infinite Light and Life,  

the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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parents, children enjoy this profound sense of 
security.  It is the world without child’s calcu-

lation, meaning the child doesn’t have to wor-
ry about anything at all because they have 

their parents. 

The Nembutsu teaching is the same.  To 

receive Shinjin means the freedom of not 
having to worry about anything.  It is to en-
trust ourselves completely to Amida’s Primal 

Vow.  From this perspective, we are able to 
reflect deeply on our foolishness because we 

become fully aware that our calculation is 
nothing but an obstruction to the Primal Vow 

of Amida Buddha. 

To be rid of our calculating mind means 
to discard both our faith and doubt.  For 

example, we naturally see the sun with a 
Shinjin mind.  The sun upon which all our 

lives depend will surely rise in the east every 
morning whether we believe it will or not.  It 

is not that the sun rose this morning because 
we believed that it would.  Nor is it that the 

sun will not rise tomorrow if we doubt that it 
will.  Nor is it that the sun won’t come up 
tomorrow if we think it won’t.  No one goes 

to sleep worrying whether or not the sun will 
rise the next day.   

In other words, in our daily lives, we 
have neither faith in nor doubt about the sun.  

Each night, we go to bed without any anxiety 
at all about the sun.  This describes our trust-

ing state of mind that ignores calculation and 
instead relies completely on the sun.  With 

this attitude, we strive to make each day a full 
one with the deepest feelings of gratitude, 

basking in the blessings of the sun. 

The sun rises because of the inconceiva-

ble power of the universe that is beyond our 
calculation, so it is not at all affected by our 

faith or doubt.  If we really questioned 
whether the sun will rise or not each day, we 
would not be able to sing life’s praises be-

cause of the great anxiety we would feel. 

Although we have felt either overjoyed 

or disheartened as we face our many prob-
lems each day, we have never worried about 

whether the sun will rise.  Because the sun 
rises despite our thoughts, we are able to live 
each day to the fullest and feel at peace at the 

moment we face tomorrow. 

The Shinjin or entrusting mind which 

Shinran encourages is similar to this.  The 
Primal Vow of Amida Buddha will surely lead 

all sentient beings to the Pure Land, meaning 
that it is completely unaffected by our faith or 

doubt.  We should not believe in Amida Bud-
dha with our unreliable mind.  Instead, we 
should discard both our faith and doubt and 

entrust ourselves completely to the Vow of 
Amida Buddha.  Receiving his vow in this 

state of mind is called “Shinjin of Absolute 
Other Power.” 

Shinjin of Other Power is not a state 

that we create, but it is formed by Amida 
Buddha.  So even if we develop dementia and 

forget completely about Amida Buddha, the 
working of Namo Amida Butsu will surely 

continue to embrace us warmly and lead us 
to the Pure Land. 

The moment we realize that – even 
without true wisdom or the ability to rid 

ourselves of the calculation of self-power, we 
have already been living in the embrace of 
Amida Buddha – then our mind of darkness 

will be brightened by the light of wisdom, and 
our calculating mind will change into a joyous 

one.  We will be embraced gently with the 
great ocean of supreme relief, much like a 

baby who sleeps peacefully in his mother’s 
arms, entrusting himself completely to her.  
When such a state of mind is filled with the 

voice of Nembutsu, this is the very moment 
we receive Shinjin. 

Although there is a limit to using the sun 
as a metaphor, I sincerely hope that each of 

us will entrust ourselves completely to the 
infinite working of Amida Buddha, who made 

a vow: “Just rely on me. I will surely lead 
you to the Pure Land.” 

Together, let us make this year a fruitful 

and peaceful year of reciting the Nembutsu in 
gratitude. 

 

In Gassho, 

(Continued from page 1) 

Receive Shinjin - True Entrusting (Part 2)  (cont’d) 

Support Your Temple 

Donate to Past & Upcoming Services 

Hoonko / BWA Memorial / Nirvana Day / Pet Memorial / Spring O-higan 

Your donations go to the General Fund supporting day-to-day operations 

(1)  Use the MVBT online "DONATE"  or  (2)  Send a check to the Temple office 

Page 4 The ECHO  
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Leaders are people we all tend to gravitate 
towards.  For Isamu and Yukiko Higa, their 
dedication to the Mountain View Buddhist 

Temple and their family are immeasurable.  

Naomi Higa, their youngest daughter 

says it well,  
“The definition of a leader is someone who 

provides inspiration and guidance and ex-
hibits courage and commitment.  The traits 

of a good leader are compassion and good 
communication skills.  An effective leader 
lives by strong values that guide their deci-

sions and behaviors.  I credit my dad for 
my successes through his example of Bud-

dhism.  When I was young my dad lectured 
me about how life was not fair and, in or-

der to succeed as a minority (way back 
then), I would have to work twice as hard.  

As a child, I did not like what he said, but 
quickly learned what he meant. 

My Mom is from Okinawa and a survi-

vor of WWII.  She was a housewife which I 
had no clue was, and is, the hardest job in 

the world.  She cooked every meal from 
scratch, did all the household chores, 

drove three girls to different activities, 
worked 365 days a year without a vacation 
or complaint, meditates daily and partici-

pated in the BWA volunteering with the 
Chicken Teriyaki and Mochi Tsuki Fund-

raising, and making sushi for the Obon 
Bazaar Dining room.  My Mom embodies 

the Dharma of Buddhism, wisdom, kind-
ness, patience, generosity, and compassion.  

I credit my mom for all my wonderful rela-
tionships that I have had throughout my 

life.” 

MEETING & FAMILY  
If we rewind a few decades earlier, Isamu and 

Yukiko’s family were both originally from 
Okinawa, prefecture of Japan located on the 

Ryukyu Islands.  Okinawa Prefecture is the 
southernmost and westernmost prefecture 
of Japan.  Isamu was one of 13 children – the 

11th oldest with five brothers and seven 
sisters.  Yukiko (Uema) Higa was one of six 

children – the 3rd oldest with three brothers 
and two sisters. 

The two met while Isamu was working 
as a contractor for Philco Ford for the U.S. 

Air Force.  He was assigned to the Naha Air 
Force base and met Yukiko when she was 
working as a cashier at the Officers Club in 

1959.  

Together they had three daughters:   

 Cynthia (Higa) Hamblin (oldest daugh-

ter) married to Mr. Chuck Hamblin and 
they reside in Idaho.  They have two 

children: Rachelle and Julie.  

 Kathleen (Higa) LaMore (middle daugh-

ter) married to Mr. Jay LaMore and they 
reside in Wisconsin.  

 Naomi Higa (youngest daughter) lives in 

Hawaii. 

PAST & PRESENT 
Isamu and Yukiko resided in Sunnyvale since 

1962.  Early in 2021, they moved to Idaho to 
be closer to their daughter Cynthia in Eagle, 

Idaho.  A town approximately 10 miles north-
west of Boise. 

Isamu explains, “Idaho is a beautiful 
place, the weather is similar to California.  It’s 

a bit colder, but not too cold.  There is lots 
of water and everything is very green.  Com-
pared to California, it is not as hot and dry.  

Close by, there are lots of things to do and 
see including many natural landmarks like 

waterfalls and national parks.  Yellowstone 
National Park is about six hours away.  I have 

noticed that many of my neighbors were 
originally from California.” 

(Continued on page 7) 

Super Seniors Isamu & Yukiko Higa 

By Ricky Chu 

Isamu & Yukiko at the  
2019 Keiro Kai Appreciation Luncheon 

Isamu & Yukiko Higa  

Higa Family 
Lt to Rt:  Cynthia Hamblin, Naomi 

Weamire, Yukiko & Isamu Higa and 
Kathleen LaMore 

Page 6 The ECHO  
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Super Seniors Isamu & Yukiko Higa  (cont’d) 

WORK & MVBT 
During his working years, Isamu was a 

Senior Manager as an electronic engineer 
while Yukiko was the homemaker. 

The Higa’s first encounter with the 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple was through 
the Japanese Language School, a place for 

children to learn Japanese.  All three of their 

kids attended school at the Temple.  As par-
ents, they got to know the other families 

attending the same language program.  After 
three years, they decided to join the Moun-
tain View Buddhist Temple as members.  

Isamu recalls the program as a good place to 
connect with the community and while having 

a place for his kids to learn the Japanese lan-
guage. 

Isamu recalls “Our children went to 
school there, figured I should help out.  I 

always thought maybe because in my day job I 
was a supervisor of many people, it translated 
well to my volunteer life at the Temple.  I 

started a few small companies in my time and 
I guess I communicated well with folks.  It 

was natural for me to be active along with my 
family.  Temple work was easy compared to 

my day job!  For my children, I did the best I 
could and helping the Temple out was one 
way of helping them.” 

LEADERS AT MVBT 
ABA.  The MVBT Sangha relies on the col-
lection of members working together harmo-

niously to preserve the many assets, tradi-
tions and organizations that have been creat-

ed over the years.  The Adult Buddhist Asso-
ciation (ABA) was started in 1972.  Ray Mura-

kami was the 1st President.  Isamu became 
the 2nd president starting in 1973 serving 

until July 1975.  In addition, Isamu was Zone 7 
Chairman for over 20 years.  

Zone Chair.  Bob Yamanaga, current Zone 
7 Chairman recalls,  

“I took over the Zone Chair from Isamu in 
2010.  I tried to continue his way of com-
municating with the zone members.  Each 

year he distributed a list of Zone 7 member 
information and service donation reminders 

for the coming year.  Isamu maintained the 
Temple membership database, including the 

assignment of a zone to new members.  He 
turned over that function to me in 2002.   

I remember Isamu welcoming me when my 

family joined Temple in 1987.  Both being 
from Hawaii, we had talks about island life.  

Isamu and Yuki were always inviting me into 
their house whenever I dropped something 

off and usually gave me a treat of some 
sort.” 

Maintenance.  During a recent phone inter-
view, Isamu remembers, “A few of my fond-
est memories were when we had to paint the 

ENTIRE TEMPLE GROUNDS in 3 days!  
(over a Friday - Sunday period).  We started 

on Friday and had 99% of the work done by 
Sunday.  On Monday, the garden crew came 

and helped do touchups since they were usu-
ally off then.  Thankfully we finished most of 

the work in three days or else we would have 
run out of labor.” 

Obon Festival & Bazaar.  Many fellow 

members recall both Isamu and Yukiko volun-
teering and helping out as much as they 

could.  One of Isamu’s important tasks was 
overseeing all of the toys purchases for the 

Obon Festival & Bazaar.  All of the Bazaar 
game booths have various prizes and toys as 
giveaways.  Today, fellow Temple member 

Donna Okubo oversees the task of managing 
toys for the Temple.   

Donna recalls that: 

"Over 30 years ago, I started to work with 
Mr. Higa with ordering Animal Pitch prizes.  

This gradually moved into ordering all the 
prizes for the Bazaar and managing the prize 

warehouse.  He had a knack for ordering 
the ‘hot’ prize.  His secret was asking his 

grandkids!  He was a great teacher and let 
me learn to make a few mistakes too.  One 

year I said ‘Batman was hot.  Let's get a 
bunch of them.’  He wasn't very enthusiastic, 
but he let me buy them.  Somehow, he 

knew!  Batman was in the warehouse for at 
least 4 Bazaars.  We eventually downgraded 

Batman to a Hoop-La prize.  Throughout 
the years, he mentored me about what 

plates for animal pitch to look for at the 
thrift stores (rimless) to how to pack up the 
warehouse to be ready for the next year, 

and insights into working together with all 
the Temple members. 

Mrs. Higa was also a wonderful teacher as 
well.  She greeted you in the Sangha Hall 

kitchen with her welcoming smile and also 
fixed a few of my ‘exploded’ sushi rolls dur-

ing maki sushi rolling!" 

Temple Policy.  One important accomplish-
ment was Isamu’s assistance in implementing 

the Temple’s Sexual Harassment Policy.  He 
recalls that, along with 5-6 other committee 

members, he helped create the Sexual Har-
assment policy for the Temple.  The commit-

tee prepared documents with an attorney 
that were incorporated into the Temple’s 

policies and procedures. 

BWA.  Marie Ochi-Jacobs recalls “Back in 
2000, when Allan and I were beginning to 

attend services at MVBT, they were welcom-
ing and befriended us.  Mr. Higa recruited 

Allan on some fixit (minor) chores around 
the Temple and I was with Yukiko in the 

BWA.  Yukiko used to prepare the sashimi 
(from Sam Sugimoto) for the Obon Bazaar.  
For a couple of years, I assisted her on this 

project.  I recall having to store the prepared 
plates of sashimi in the walk-in fridge.  When 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Yukiko & Isamu Higa with Kathleen  
LaMore at Shoshone Falls Idaho 
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Super Seniors Isamu & Yukiko Higa  (cont’d) 

Yukiko went in to fetch a tray of plates, she 
would walk out with her thick glasses all 

fogged up!  Amusing image that remains with 
me. I was always grateful for the couple’s 

friendship and acceptance.  I admired Yukiko’s 
spirit of getting things done without fussing.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LASTING LEGACY 
The years will come and go however the 

memories and traditions of every generation 
stay forever. 

Daughter Cynthia remembers fondly,  

“One of my favorite memories of growing 
up in the Temple was the Obon festival.  

Obon is like coming home after you have 
been gone for a while.  You get to see 

family, friends, and eat a lot of home 
cooked food all in one weekend.  When 

we were young, my sisters and I played all 
the games and danced in the Obon.  As we 
got older, we worked in the game booths 

and loved eating our way through all the 
food stands with our Sunday School 

friends, while our parents were busy work-
ing.  Chuck and I, even before getting mar-

ried, would go to the Obon and bring 
friends every year to support my parents 
since it was such an important Temple 

event, and they were so proud to be a part 
of it.  It was always nice to see the smiling 

faces of the church members that I grew up 

with year after year. 

A generation later, our girls looked for-

ward to going to Obon every year. They 
loved all the games, especially trying to win 

a goldfish, visiting their Grandpa in the 
warehouse with all the toys and seeing 
their Grandma in the kitchen and getting to 

eat yummy udon noodles.  They loved 
playing BINGO, eating shave ice, corn on 

the cob, and chicken and beef teriyaki.” 

Daughter Kathleen states, “As a child, 

church was a family thing.  We participated in 
church activities especially with my parents.  

As an adult, I realized my dad used his 
knowledge and skills to hold leadership roles 
with the church.  My mom developed rela-

tionships which she continues to nourish to 
this day.  It was important to my parents to 

be involved with the church.  I'm so proud of 
what they accomplished and experienced 

over these years along with their dedication 
to the church.” 

Julie Ushiba, a fellow member explains,  

“I have known Isamu and Yukiko for over 40 
years.  During the Temple activities, we 

talked and laughed for silly and general sub-
jects.  Nothing about personal matters.  

Isamu-san was very active for Temple activi-

ties for chairing many events.  He is from 
Hawaii, so he is very easy going, and we had 

fun to talking to him.  My husband, Kinji, 
talked to him about koi since he had a koi 

pound in his backyard.  We were the zone 
chair so we did visit them. 

Yukiko-san was the chair for Zone 5 of 
the BWA.  Since Yukiko-san and I have been 

BWA members for over 40 years, we are 
friends.  As I said before, we chatted really 
silly stuffs always.  She is wonderful and fun 

loving with big heart.” 

ACTIVE MEMBERS 
The list of activities the Higa Family have 

been involved with goes on and on:   

Changing the rugs in the Hondo for the 

first time ever,  

 Regular ECHO contributors,  

 BBQing for Sasaki Golf Tourney every year 

and  

Mochi Tsuki just to name a new. 

THANK YOU 
Let us celebrate here in the New Year, 

all the contributions the Higa family have and 

continue to make towards our Sangha.  We 
wish Isamu and Yukiko the best from Califor-

nia and those of you looking to travel in 2022, 
we all know who to call if you find your way 
up to Idaho! 

FUN FACT 
Did you know the Mountain View Bud-

dhist Temple was not always our original legal 

entity name? The original legal name was 
Mountain View Buddhist Church.  Isamu no-

ticed that many members used Temple in-
stead of the word Church.  So along with a 

small group of members, they filed a formal 
entity name change with the California Secre-
tary of State to change it to Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple, our name as we know it 
today.  

 

Namo Amida Butsu —  
With Kindness and Gratitude beyond words. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Yukiko Higa working in the kitchen at 
Sangha Hall 

Thanksgiving 2021 
Front row:  Isamu & Yukiko Higa and 

Cynthia Hamblin  
Back row:  Granddaughters, Julie & 

Rachelle Hamblin  
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Girl Scout Padma Award Program at MVBT 

Reverend Etsuko Mikame was born in the 

Shimane Prefecture, Japan.  Growing up in a 
family temple that was founded in 1662, she 

would help manage and conduct the daily 
services.  For example, she and her grand-
mother would ring the bell six times every 

evening before conducting service.  In her 
daily life, she would go to school regularly, 

just like everyone else.  Both her father and 
older brother are ministers and, originally, 

she wasn’t really interested in also becoming 
a minister.   

She went to college and majored in Eng-
lish literature.  After graduating, she found a 
job at a medical company.  Unfortunately, 

during this time, she experienced many diffi-
culties with her boss.  Her boss was very 

strict and particular with the way things were 
done.  At first, Sensei was grateful for the 

advice, but, as time went by, the advice be-
came very intimidating.  Due to the fact that 

she was young and inexperienced, she made a 
lot of mistakes while talking on the phone or 
speaking to others.  With the constant criti-

cism, she felt that anything she did was 
wrong.  “I originally was very cheerful be-
cause I was full of motivation,” says Reverend 

Mikame, “but my mood was getting darker 
day by day because I couldn’t enjoy my job.”  

Being nervous at her daily job was affecting 
her outside life too.  Later, someone told 

Sensei about her boss’s difficulties at home.  
While she thought of the boss’s behavior as 
understandable, she couldn’t find it in her 

heart to sympathize.  She had been in a tough 
situation herself at the time.  “Eventually, my 

body and mind were not well balanced, and I 
took a leave to take a rest, so, soon after, I 

quit the job.”  She had struggled about where 
to go in life at this point.  When she met with 

her grandmother, who is also a minister, she 
suggested that she study Buddhism in Kyoto, 
Japan. 

In Kyoto, Mikame Sensei would start her 
studies at a Buddhist seminary.  This seminary 

was to teach the basics of Buddhism.  Then in 
order to become an ordained minister of 

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, Reverend Mikame 
had to receive a “Tokudo” orientation, which 
takes place at the Head Temple (Nishi 

Hongwanji) in Kyoto, Japan.  Tokudo is con-
sidered to be one of the first formal steps, 

where one is now considered to be a student 
of the Nembutsu teaching.  After graduating 

from the seminary, she applied for a hundred-
day training course called “Fukyoshi Katei.”  

This is where ten experienced Buddhist min-
isters teach the students how to present and 
make Dharma talks.  They give advice on how 

to improve a transcript to the students as 
well.  These ministers were also Hongwanji’s 

official certificated speakers who were al-
lowed to speak within the halls of the 

Hongwanji.  These ministers, during the Fu-
kyoshi Katei, would travel all over Japan to 

give Dharma talks to other temples.  At the 
end of the training period, students share 
their own Dharma talks in front of the very 

strict board of instructors.  With this step, 
Reverend Mikame was able to earn the li-
cense to become an official, certified speaker 

at Hongwanji.  This seemed like a very short 
training period, which is why I asked if she 

had done any more training.  She responded 
that we are Jodo Shinshu Buddhist who be-

lieve that no matter what, eventually we all 
will end up in the Pure Land.  Therefore, we 
don’t need strict practices or rituals.  

After her formal training, Reverend Mi-
kame stayed at a temple in Kamogawa City, 

in Chiba prefecture.  This coincidental oppor-
tunity was introduced to her by her best 

friend, who also happened to be a minister.  
Since the former resident minister had passed 

away, no one was living or regularly taking 
care of the Temple grounds.  The new resi-
dent minister, who drove down to take care 

of Temple activities, and the temple’s direc-
tor allowed her to live there until she moved 

to the U.S.  If the two were busy, she would 
help conduct some services on the weekends, 

and teach English during the rest of the week.  
This happened a year before she was assigned 
to any temple by the Hongwanji or the BCA. 

During her last three months in Chiba, 
she would help another temple in a different 

city.  At this temple was another female min-
ister who was the chief resident minister.  

“She is over 70 years old, but so active and 
energetic.  She was born in a temple family,” 

says Reverend Mikame.  ”She didn’t expect to 
take over the position of the resident minis-
ter from her father at all.”  When the chief 

minister was younger, she used to live in 
France for her job and had no intentions of 

going back to Japan.  Later, the father of the 
chief minister got sick and wanted the chief 

to take over his position.  She couldn’t help 
but to come home.  

(Continued on page 10) 

This is the second of the three articles by three MVBT Girl Scouts who are working for their Padma Award.  Each scout 

is writing about a woman who is a Buddhist Reverend within the Buddhist Churches of America.   

Rev. Etsuko Mikame  

By Senior Scout Kendall Ho  
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“Now, it is common to find female min-

isters, but around forty years ago this wasn’t 
the case,” says Mikame Sensei.  Female minis-

ters were still a minority and the chief minis-
ter experienced discrimination from many 

people.  After taking over for her father, 
some of the Sangha would criticize her for 
being a female.  They would say that a fe-

male’s sutra chanting would have affected 
one’s birth in the Pure Land.  Because of her 

gender, people didn’t accept her as a resident 
minister of their temple.  “However, she 

didn’t give in. She always tried to treat every-
one equally and talked to her temple mem-

bers.  She never cuts corners and never does 
things halfway when it comes to the Temple 
activities and services.  Her efforts, whole-

hearted dedications, were gradually appreci-
ated by her Temple members.”  To this day, 

the current chief minister is loved by many 
people, not just the Sangha but many others 

as well.”  Reverend Mikame admires people 
just like the chief minister.  “A leader who 
has a clear vision and a mission as a leader. 

[However,] the most important trait is the 
ability to include and treat everyone equally 

regardless of differences in age, gender, or 
position, being equally compassionate to any-

one.” 

After gaining new experiences and 
teachings, Reverend Mikame was assigned to 

the San Jose Buddist Church Betsuin in the 
United States.  Upon arrival, she found many 

differences between Japanese and American 
temples.  One difference, for example, is the 

number of people affiliated with the temples.  
At San Jose Betsuin, there are many organiza-

tions within the Temple such as Jr. YBA, Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts, the choir, BWA, 
Dharma School, and etc.  Plus, there are mul-

tiple generations, young and old, coming to 
hear the Dharma.  She was surprised by the 

many different organizations that comprise 

the San Jose Betsuin.  She mainly emphasized 
the size of the Sangha.  At her home Temple 
in Japan, there are only about sixty Temple 

members.  Here in the United States, we 
have weekly services that last about an hour 

long.  However, at Mikame Sensei’s home 
Temple, services are only held once or twice 

a month, but last up to two to three hours 
long.  As a result, there are more memorial 
services than Dharma talks.  

Interviewing Reverend Mikame was very 
interesting but also very inspiring.  Being a 

high schooler myself, I am thinking about the 
next big steps of my life.  Finding out that 

Reverend Mikame had struggled with similar 
problems with pressure and stress helps me 

believe that there is light at the end of the 
tunnel.  

Namo Amida Butsu —  

With Kindness & Gratitude Beyond Words 

(Continued from page 9) 

Girl Scout Padma Award Program at MVBT  (cont’d) 

BWA News 

 

 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 
BWA extends our condolences 
to the family of Eiko Kihara, who 

passed away on January 1, 2022.  
Mrs. Kihara was a longtime hon-

orary member. 

AMERICAN FLAG  

SIGNING 
It was an honor for BWA to 
sponsor the WWII camp intern-

ees flag signing at our Temple on 
Sunday, January 9, 2022.  The 

event was a great success with 
32 signers.  Some also signed for 

family members who were de-
ceased or unable to attend. 

A special thank you to 
Shirley Matsumoto and Lois 

Okino for coordinating the 
event with telephone calls and 
online communications.  They 

did a great job!  Also, thanks to 
the hard-working volunteers 

who all came to help keeping 
things running smoothly. Thank 

you: Lorrie & Glenn Kitasoe; 

Phyllis Chan; Lois Okino, 
Will and Kendall Dea; Amy 
& Eric Arakaki; Julie Na-

katani; and Ray Murakami. 

Watch for the next issue of 

the Echo for more on the Amer-
ican Flag Signing event with pho-

tos. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
$20 membership dues for 2022 

are now being accepted. 

 

In Gassho, 
Reiko Murakami 

BWA President 

 

Buddhist  

Women’s  

Association 
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We’re half way there!  Thank you so 
much to everyone who has donated to the 
Sangha Connect Donation Drive thus far!  

We are well on our way to covering the 
costs for touchless restroom fixtures, elec-

trostatic sprayers with disinfectant and class-
room air purifiers.  While we are over-

whelmed with the outpouring of generosity, 
we still have a little more ground to cover.  If 
you haven’t already donated, please consider 

contributing to this very worthwhile cause.  
These funds will help maintain the connec-

tions the Mountain View Buddhist Temple 
has nurtured for over 60 years!   

A Donation Link and a Wish List can be 
found on the Sangha Connect Page: 

https://sangha.mvbuddhisttemple.org/ 

Donations can also be made on the 
Mountain View Buddhist Temple’s donation 

page: 

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/mvbt 

As always, a check written out to 
“MVBT” with “Sangha Connect” in the note 
section can be mailed to the office, too! 

In Gassho 
MVBT Reopening Task Force 
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As of January 11, 2022 

John Arao & Lois Nishimuira 
Kristin Block & Rome Hamner 
Ricky Chu & Kelsey Nakano 

Will Dea & Lois Okino 
Curt Fukuda & Monica Smith 

Craig & Betty Hamasaki 
Thomas & Deborah Ho 

Jaimie Holzknecht 
Mel & Audrey Inouye 
Alice Ishida 

Ishida Family 

Brent Izutsu 
Allan Jacobs & Marie Ochi-Jacobs 
Steve & Robin Lai 

Joanne & Sterling Makishima 
Ron & Carolyn Murata 

Ken & Mieko Nakano 
Russell & Judy Nakano 

Julie Nakatani 
Nguyen & Makishima Family 
Masae Okuno 

Linda & Allen Sasaki 

Randy & Debbie Sato 
Cheryl and Mike Shay 
Jean Shimoguchi 

Barry Tao & Mari Ueda-Tao & Family 
Janell & Ryan Tao 

Kimberly Tsuchida 
Toshiko Uyehara 

C. Wadley 
Victor & Cindy Woo 
Sue & Ray Yuen 

Anonymous 

Thank You to All of the “Sangha Connect Donors” 
The Mountain View Buddhist Temple 

thanks all of our donors who have supported 

this effort as of January 11, 2022.   

"With your support we are able to 

maintain the connections the Mountain View 
Buddhist Temple has nurtured over the 

years" 
In Gassho, 
Sangha Connect Committee 
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SUPPORT YOUR TEMPLE 

Shop at Amazon Smile 

Earn Income for MVBT! 

At no cost to you, Amazon will donate a % of your purchase to MVBT. 

Visit www.smile.amazon.com.  In your AmazonSmile account, pick 

“Mountain ViewBuddhist Temple” as your charitable organization. 

Make your purchase.  Thank you for your help. 

 

MVBT YBA News 
YBA TRIP PLANNING 
As mentioned in our January 

Echo article, the majority of our 
YBA members have voted to go 

to Disneyland for our 2022 trip.  
The trip planning committee has 

begun to build an itinerary for 
our trip with a focus on outdoor 

activities.  

HOLIDAY PARTY 
Our YBA holiday party was held 

on December 18 outdoors on 
the Sangha Hall patio and con-

sisted of a White Elephant Ex-
change, “Ugly Sweater” Compe-

tition, Gingerbread Man-making, 
and minute-to-win-it games.  

MOUNTAIN VIEW COAST 
DISTRICT WINTER  

ACTIVITY 
We are currently brainstorming 

ideas for the Mountain View 
Coast Distric Winter Activity 

that will take place sometime in 
March of this year.  Given the 

rise of new variants, we have 
decided to proactively plan an 
outdoor activity.  

YBA SPAGHETTI DINNER 
YBA Spaghetti Dinner Chair 

Jake Aquino is in the middle of 
preparation for this year’s Spa-

ghetti Dinner on February 12.  
We will have another dine out 

fundraiser again this year, but 

hope to bring back our tradition-
al event in future years.  This 

year, the dine out portion will be 
provided by Gumba’s Italian Res-
taurant in Sunnyvale  

In Gassho, 
Evan Itow 
2021-2022 YBA President 

YBA SPAGHETTI 
DINNER & BINGO 

Sat, Feb 12 

A Certificate of Recognition was award-
ed to Susan Johansen, better known as 

“Chris” to the MVBT Sangha.   This recogni-
tion is from the City of Mountain View and is 

signed by Mayor Ellen Kamei. 

Chris has been coming to the Mountain 

View Buddhist Temple several times a week 
and has spent many hours for the past several 

years helping with landscaping and keeping 
trash picked up.  Chris is not a Temple mem-
ber, but graciously has given her time main-

taining the Temple grounds.  She has pulled 
weeds, trimmed trees, picked up garbage and 

more.  She has treated the Temple grounds 
like her home. 

Chris has also been seen by Temple 
members cleaning the meridian on both  

N. Shoreline Road and W. Middlefield Road.   

 

Thank You, Chris. 
The Mountain View Buddhist Temple 

Certificate of Recognition to “Chris” 
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2022 150 Club News 

 Toban Echo Article 

Deadline 

Echo 

Sent in Mail 

FEB No Toban       N / A     N / A 

MAR No Toban       Feb 11 (Fri)     Feb 21 (Mon) 

ARPIL No Toban       Mar 11 (Fri)     Mar 21 (Mon) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Happy New Year as we start the new year with new 
150 Club winners. 

Our first winner of the new year is Naomi Nakano-

Matsumoto.  Congratulations! 

Thank you to the Sangha for participating in 150 Club 

for 2022!   

Everyone, please stay safe and healthy! 

150 Club Committee 

Please note the article deadline and mailing dates.  The mailing date has been 
adjusted to accommodate the Temple’s COVID-19 requirements.  This 
will provide time to layout, proof, finalize and print the issue. Thank you.   
Domo Arigato.  Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org . 

MVBT Girl Scout Troop #60736 

Daisy / Junior Scouts 

The Daisy and Junior girls dis-
cussed cookie sales and entrepre-

neurship.  They began to prepare 
Thank You notes to show their 

gratitude to those who will pur-
chase cookies from our troop.  

Padma Scouts 

Our Padma Scouts will each be 
submitting an article about their 

interview of a female Reverend in 
the Buddhist Churches of Ameri-

ca.  Be sure to look for Kendall’s 
interview with Reverend Etsuko 

Mikame in this month’s edition of 
the Echo.  

Girl Scout Cookies! 
It’s almost time!  Girl Scout cook-

ie sales will start soon.  Look for 
links in Putra’s Post to order in 
late January. 

This year there is a new 
flavor: Adventurefuls - a brownie-

inspired cookie filled with a cara-
mel-flavored crème and a hint of 

sea salt. 

In Gassho, 
Girl Scout Troop #60736  

 

Girl Scout Meeting 
January 8, 2022 
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Dharma School News 

As we begin the new year amid the surging omicron variant, I would like to thank all of you for your continued 
patience, resilience, and support as we continue to respond to the ever-changing nature of the pandemic.  I hope that 

you will all continue to stay safe and healthy in the coming weeks, and that we will all be able to see each other in 
person this year.  Here’s to a better 2022! 

In Gassho, 
Brent Izutsu 

Dharma School Superintendent  
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Many thanks to everyone for supporting  
Mochitsuki 2021.   

Although it was not our annual tradi-
tional Mochitsuki, thanks to the Osaka-Ya 

manju shop in Sacramento, we were able to 
offer FRESH Mochi and Yokan for purchase 

this year.  We are grateful for their support 
as they delivered over 750 pounds of komo-

chi to us.  We hope you enjoyed it. 

Thank you to all the volunteers from 
Zone 13:   

 Deane, Emily and Caitlen Furuichi, 

Gene Kita, Brian and Grace Lee, 
Dave Maruyama, Donna Okubo, 
Kay Sasaki, Nancy Sugimoto and 

Lillian Terada.   

 Also to Elise Fujimoto, Sue Yuen, 

John Arao, Harry Ohara, Julie Na-
katani, Bob Matsumoto, Randy 

Sato, Bryan Nishimoto, Doug 
Sawamura, Jean Shimoguchi and 

Reverend Mukojima.   

We appreciate all your time and sup-

port.  It was a cold and windy day, but the 
rain held out and it was great to see all of you 
in person, even though we were socially dis-

tanced. 

If you haven’t had a chance, check out 

our Mochitsuki photo gallery from the last in-
person MVBT Mochitsuki held in 2019 at:  

 

https://sangha.mvbuddhisttemple.org/

mochitsuki/ 

Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy 
New Year! 

 

In Gassho, 

Zone 13 Mochitsuki Committee 
Sandy Furuichi and Yuki Hata-Kita 
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Mochitsuki @ Home 

ABA News 

HAPPY 2022 
ABA members wish every-

one a Happy Year of the Tiger. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

CONTINUE 
We continue to meet 

through Zoom on a monthly 

basis and have curtailed any in-
person activities.   

HELPING TO SOLVE 
HOMELESSNESS 

In 2022, ABA and YABA 
hope to work with the 

LifeMoves.  They are a Mountain 
View-based agency who is dedi-

cated to finding solutions to 

homelessness in Silicon Valley.  
We are reviewing volunteer 

opportunities and will have de-
tails at a later date. 

With Gassho, 

Jean Shimoguchi 

ABA President 

 

 
MVBT 

 
Adult Buddhist 

Association 
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MVBT Membership Committee News:  Membership Drive 

First and foremost, we want to thank everyone for their continued 
investment in the Mountain View Buddhist Temple. Without your 

support we wouldn’t be able to continuously provide our Sangha with 
valuable benefits and actively develop our programs. Put simply, you 

make what we do possible. 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple member dues support the mainte-

nance of the Temple, our minister, facilities, organizations, and all the 
wonderful programs that benefit our Sangha. 

Coming Soon in Your Mailbox: 

Package with Membership Information and the An-
nual Donation Summary (members only) 

Current member information for your review so 
we may update our database and the  

MVBT Directory 

When you join or renew your membership, you will 

be asked to fill out a Volunteer Talents & Skills sur-
vey to help us provide meaningful ways for you to 
get involved 

JOIN or RENEW your Membership NOW, by going to the MVBT 
website Home page, then select the button under “MEMBERSHIP 

INFO.” 

If you have questions, please email us at  

 membership@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Membership at the Mountain View Buddhist Temple isn’t just about 

saying you belong to a community.  It’s about investing in the place 
you love, a community that feels like home both physically and spiritu-

ally.  As a member of the Mountain View Buddhist Temple, you are a 
part of a supportive family, connected group of friends, and vibrant 
Buddhist community.  

In Gassho, 
MVBT Membership Committee 

Bob, Steve, Jean, Leslie, & Elise 

It is Time for the Mountain View Buddhist Temple Membership Drive! 

JAN 

FEB 

Volunteer 

Seniors Activities & Crafts Program News 

Happy New Year! 

We hope you had a happy, safe and a healthy 
New Year.  It is our wish it will continue 

throughout the coming years. 

 

Trying to Stay in Touch 
The Senior Activities and Craft have no news 
to report, but wish mostly to stay in touch.  

It is our hope we can once again join togeth-
er in our once-a-week Thursday meeting.  

With our safety in mind, the Temple still has 
not decided to open the Temple activities.  In 

the meantime, stay well and maintain your 
good health. You are all truly missed. 

Thursday Taiko 

We will continue the Taiko program 
every Thursday from 10:00 am to 10:45 am.   

We thank our instructors, Susan Yuen and 
Linda Uyechi, for their patience, in giving 

our Taiko lesson via Zoom.  Please join in the 
fun with us, for it is never too late to enjoy 
and learn Taiko.  We are looking for interest-

ed taiko members.  For more information, 
call Reiko Tsuchida.  

Cookbook  
The Senior Activities Cookbook is still availa-

ble and can be purchased at the Temple office 
or through the Senior Committee members.  
A great holiday gift.  The sale price is still at 

$15. 

In Gassho, 

Aiko Sugimoto-Miyamoto 

 
MVBT 
Seniors 

Activities 
and 

Crafts 
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February 

 
Monthly  

 
Memorial  

 
Service  

 
*   *   *   *   * 

 
Service at Temple 

Cancelled 
 

*   *   *   *   * 
 

Virtual  
Shotsuki Hoyo 
for February  
to be held on  

Sunday,  
February 6 

 
*   *   *   *   * 

 
See MVBT  
website or  

Putra’s Post  
for details 

 

The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the Temple in memory of the 
past members and their family members who have passed away during a given month. It is not meant to be a 
substitute for families to observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The February Shotsuki 

loved ones are: 

February Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Bill Ichiro Asada 

Tom Fukuda 

Hatsugoro Fukushima 

Ben Furuichi 

Thomas Gishi 

Yusaku Haruta 

Nabei Higa 

Chiyo Higuchi 

Tomiuemon Hiramoto 

Chiyoko Hirohata 

Jeanette Hirota 

Maureen Hojo 

Shuichi Hori 

Henry Isamu Hoshi Jr. 

Henry Hideo Hoshi 

Clara Hoshida 

Matsuyo Idehara 

Rev. Ryumei Iguchi 

Tatsuhiko Ikebe 

Francis Ikenaga 

James J. Inokuchi 

George Tadashi Ishimaru 

Kay Hisako Ishizawa  

Jiro Iwata 

Kazuo Kato 

Jack Kawamoto 

Nori Kondo 

Chiyeko Matsumoto 

Frank Matsumoto 

Matsutaro Matsumoto 

David Toshio Matsuo 

Yosuke Mizuhara 

Richard Miyashiro 

Shigeki Murai 

Akiko Nakagawa 

Haruko Nakano 

Sally Tokoko Nakayama 

Tsuneko Nakayama 

Niro Nishimoto 

Tsuneo Nishimura 

Edward Okamura 

Kimi Okubo 

Jane Okumura 

Frank Sakino 

Mary Sasaki 

Kiyoshi Sawamura 

Zensaku Shishido 

Mary Somen  

Rodney Togashi 

Ruth Yamatoda 

Haruo Yamaji 

Toshio Yamaji 

Mildred Yamanaga 

Tsutomu Yamanaga 

Kenneth Yasuda 

 

 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  
Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Mukojima. 

E-mail  reverend@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Phone (Temple office) (650) 964-9426 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Memorial services allow us to pay homage to loved ones who have passed away.  In our Jodo Shinshu tradition, 
family members hold a service at certain intervals following a relative’s death to express gratitude for and 
acknowledge their continuing influence in our lives.  If you wish to schedule a memorial service for a loved 
one, please call during weekly office hours. 

2022 is the Memorial Year for those who passed away in: 

1st Year Memorial 2021 3rd Year Memorial 2020 7th Year Memorial 2016 

13th Year Memorial 2010 17th Year Memorial 2006 25th Year Memorial 1998 

27th Year Memorial 1996 33rd Year Memorial 1990 50th Year Memorial 1973 
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March 6, Sunday 

Shotsuki Hoyo Service 

March 7, Monday 

Buddhist Discussion Group 

March 13, Sunday 

BCA Eitaikyo Service 

March 20, Sunday 

Spring O-higan Service 

March 27, Sunday 

Girl Scout Sunday Service 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Five membership categories  

— One will fit you 

 Build & Support your Sangha,  

so that we can learn & live the 

teachings of the Dharma 

 Impermanence & Interdependence 

— we are in this together 

Join MVBT Sangha 


