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Phase II is to upgrade and remodel 
the Sangha Hall and Education 
Building to bring them up to cur-

rent requirements for safety and 
accessibility. In conjunction with 

Phase II, the FPC has begun to 
investigate the development of the 

four acres behind the classrooms 
and Sangha Hall.  (Also known as 
the Obon parking lot.) The focus 

of this investigation is to deter-
mine the best way for the Temple 

to supplement our donation in-
come while minimizing the impacts 

To plan for, and ensure, a strong 

and lasting religious and cultural 
future of Mountain View Biuddhist 

Temple, the MVBT Board of Di-
rectors created the Facilities Plan-

ning Committee (FPC) in October 
2003, whose goal was to create a 

long-range master plan to up-
grade and remodel the Temple 

land and facilities.  

Phase I of the plan was the re-

model of the Hondo and YBA 
Hall and the expansion of the 

Nokotsudo.  Thanks to the gen-
erous support of the Sangha, the 

goals to remodel the buildings 
and improve the infrastructure of 
the grounds were met and the 

upgraded facilities are available 
for all to enjoy. 
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July 

 Highlights  

 7/5 Sun, 10:00 AM 
Kangi-e / Hatsubon  
Service 
Guest Speaker:   
Rev. ZuikeiTaniguchi 
 

 7/8 Wed, 7:30 PM 
Temple Board Meeting 

 
 7/18-19 Sat - Sun 

Obon Festival & Bazaar 
 
 

August 
 Highlights  

 8/29 Sat, 10:00 AM 
Seminar with Dr. Ken 
Tanaka 
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Encounter:  A Precious Light of Life  
earth, or the 2 billion year history 
of the beginning of all life on earth, 
100 years is but a blip in the entire 

scene.  When we look back at 
such a comparatively short life, it 

is remarkable when one can live in 
such a way as to be able to say, 

“Oh, my life was so wonderful.” I 
think a person who can live like 
that is so lucky. 

 
When thinking about a lifetime, 

even just one encounter can have 
a strong influence.  Life consists of 

various encounters.  An encoun-
ter with people, events, nature – it 

is a constant string of encounters. 
The famous philosopher Martin 
Buber said, “True life is a series of 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple 
had four high school graduates this 
year.  I feel really sad that those 

who have been a part of our tem-
ple from childhood and who al-

ways made the place lighter and 
livelier, will come less often to the 

temple because they have gone off 
to college.  Yet many people have 
the impression that nothing is 

more precious than the moment 
we see high school graduates 

starting a new phase of their lives. 
I would like to congratulate the 

graduates on their milestone and 
sincerely hope that each of them 

stepping forward into a new life 
will have a brilliant one. 
 

As we all know, the time we 

spend in this world is not long.  If 
a man lives a long life, it is rarely 

even 100 years.  But when we 
consider our life span to the 150 

billion year history of the universe, 
the 4.5 billion year history of our 
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July 5, 2015, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 
Kangi-e & Hatsubon Service.  Guest Speaker:  Rev. Zuikei Taniguchi from the Buddhist Temple of Alameda 

 

July 18-19, 2015, Saturuday 4:00 — 10: 00 p.m. and Sunday, noon — 9:00 p.m. 
Obon Festival & Bazaar 

 

July 19, 2015, Sunday 7:00 p.m. 
Bon Odori  

 

August 29, 2015, Saturday, 12:30 p.m. —  5:30 p.m. 
Seminar with Rev. Dr. Ken Tanaka 

 

September  13, 2015, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 
Dharma School resumes 
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Religious Planning—July to September 2015 

 Toban Echo Article 

Deadline 

Echo 

Print 

JULY Zones  9 & 10 N / A N / A 

AUG Zones  11 & 12 No ECHO N / A 

SEPT Zones 13 &  1 Sept 11 (Fri) Sept 16 (Wed) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

June winner for the 150 club is 
Debbie Kitani. 

Mountain View Buddhist Tem-

ple is grateful to Debbie and all 
our 150 club participants! 

THANK YOU. 

 

150 Club News 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 
process. This will provide time to layout and production. Thank you. 
 
Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Memorial services allow us to pay homage to loved ones who have passed away.  In our Jodo Shinshu tradi-

tion, family members hold a service at certain intervals following a relative’s death to express gratitude for and 

acknowledge their continuing influence in our lives.  If you wish to schedule a memorial service for a loved 

one, please call during weekly office hours. 

2015 is the memorial year for those who passed away in: 

1st Year Memorial 2014 3rd Year Memorial 2013 7th Year Memorial 2009 

13th Year Memorial 2003 17th Year Memorial 1999 25th Year Memorial 1991 

27th Year Memorial 1989 33rd Year Memorial 1983 50th Year Memorial 1966 
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meetings.” Indeed, it is those en-
counters which determine the 
course of one’s life.  Every day, we 

meet with various things that influ-
ence us and shape the course of 

our development and establish our 
life.  I am sure we will experience a 

brilliant life upon the awareness we 
are having various encounters—
when we open our eyes and feel 

the joy of each meeting. 
 

Had our founder Shinran Shonin 
died without having had one cer-

tain encounter, his life would have 
been lonely and in vain.  But at age 

29, Shinran met Honen Shonin and 
from him learned “the Great Com-
passion of Amida Buddha.” 

 
Before meeting Honen, Shinran 

had practiced asceticism at the 
Nembutsu Meditation Hall on Mt.  

Hiei for 20 years, so he must have 
known about Amida Buddha and 
the recitation of the Nembutsu.  

Yet he had not been able to ex-
perience the deep world of the 

Nembutsu.  Shinran first realized 
the preciousness of the Nembutsu 

when he met Honen.  From that 
point, he was able to appreciate it 

more deeply from the books of the 
Seven Pure Land Masters. 
 

Before he met Honen, Shinran was 
like a person who suffers from 

thirst even though he is standing in 
water.  If Shinran had never met 

Honen, his life would really have 

been in vain.  Honen not only 
shared the relationship of master 
and pupil with Shinran, but was 

respected by Shinran as a Mahast-
hamaprapta Bodhisattva. 

 
Thus we can see his remarkable 

words in the Tannisho regarding 
Honen: “I have nothing to regret, 
even if I should have been de-

ceived by my teacher Honen 
Shonin and, saying the Nembutsu, 

fall into hell.” 
 

I believe that this statement clearly 
reflects Shinran’s wonder over his 

encounter with Honen Shonin.  
Shinran can say these startling 
words with conviction because by 

encountering the noble master, 
Shinran became a contented per-

son. 
 

What do we humans live for? I 
believe that it is to find our true 
spiritual support which we can 

truly depend on throughout life.  
Although it varies from person to 

person, it is not only family or 
friend, but might also be job, relig-

ion, and so on, which supports 
our life.  Fortunately, as a Jodo 

Shinshu minister, I was able to 
encounter the precious Nembutsu 
teaching which will surely lead any 

person to the way of true awaken-
ing.  I also have a wonderful family 

and many friends and I cannot be 
more grateful for this.  Yet we 

should remember that life can be 

severe, and that the joyful encoun-
ter also includes the sorrowful 
separation. 

 
We will experience many separa-

tions like a loved one passing away 
or a high school graduate leaving 

his hometown for college life.  
Although their qualities are differ-
ent, each parting is a sad occasion.  

However, all of us—those who are 
guaranteed Buddhahood because 

we have encountered the Primal 
Vow of Amida Buddha — have an 

everlasting firm tie embraced by 
the Nembutsu.  It is the same en-

counter with Amida Buddha in 
which Shinran rejoiced.  By this 
precious encounter, all of our lives 

are linked together which gives us 
courage and hope to live in the 

warmth of great compassion. 
 

The Nembutsu teaching that Shin-
ran handed down to us is the pre-
cious light which always illumines 

our life and shines brightly on all of 
our encounters. 

 
Again, to the four graduates who 

have embarked on a new life, my 
heartiest congratulations.  I sin-

cerely hope that many wonderful 
encounters are in store for you. 
 

 
In Gassho, 

Encounter:  A Precious Light of Life (Cont’d from P1) 
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Facilities Planning Committee Message (Cont’d from P1) 

May Temple Chicken Teri-
yaki.  Thank you to Dennis 
Tsukagawa for organizing the 

crew for cooking the chicken and 
making sure that the crew had 

lunch.  He wanted to be sure that 
all ABA members were thanked 

for their hard work . 
 
June 7 CPR & AED Certifica-

tion.  Thank you to Eileen Fuji-
kawa for organizing this class.  

She even made arrangements for 
lunch and thanked Carolyn Mu-

rata for the homemade cookies. 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
Saturday, August 29, 2015. 
Seminar with Rev. Dr. Ken Ta-

naka. 
 

Come to hear Rev. Dr. Ken Ta-

naka speak on “Qualities and 
Strengths of Shin Buddhism in 

America:  Through Humor, Meta-
phors, Action and Nembutsu 

Meditation.”  For more details 
and signup, see the flyer in the 

issue.  See Page 13. 
 
October 10, 2015. 

ABA Dance for Baby Boomers, 
GenXers and Millennials. 

“Together” will bring the ages 

together on October 10th for a 
night of good times.  Featuring the 

music we grew up with, this will 
be a chance to reconnect, remi-
nisce and dance the night away.  

Visit our website  
 

“www.aba-dance.com”  
 

for more information and online 
registration. 

  
 
 

 

ABA News 

On behalf of the Mountain View Buddhist Temple and Zone 2, I would like to thank all of you for your sup-

port of our annual fundraiser. Because of your generosity and efforts, the event was a great success! 

Gassho, 

David Kariya 

2015 Chicken Teriyaki Chairperson 

Annual Chicken Teriyaki Fundraiser Held Sunday, May 17 

Thank You for 

Your Support 

on regular Temple activities. The 
Board of Directors has mandated 
that, if the acreage is developed, it 

will be only on a lease basis and 
never sold.   

With Board of Directors ap-
proval, the FPC has contracted 

with Colliers International, a lead-
ing global commercial real estate 

company, to outline a scenario to 
lease the acreage to a develop-

ment partner who would propose 
projects such as multi-family resi-

dential housing, hospitality, senior 

housing, or other uses that would 
be acceptable to the city of Moun-
tain View.  Once proposals are 

received, they will be evaluated by 
the FPC and presented to the 

Board of Directors for discussion 
and eventual  implementation. 

Look for future articles in the 
Echo with updates on the progress 

of the FPC’s Phase II plans. 

In Gassho, 
Facilities Planning Committee 
 



 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple    575 N. Shoreline Blvd  Mountain View, CA  94043  (650) 964-9426  www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Page 7 
Volume 54  Number 7 

P A S T  &  U P C O M I N G  
ACTIVITIES 

Over the Memorial Day weekend, 
11 of our YBA members partici-
pated in the Bay District Volley-

ball tournament.  Our competi-
tive team did very well, finishing 

second out of seven teams, and 
losing only one game to the team 

from Fresno. 

 
The annual YBA camping trip 
will be held from June 19 to June 

21.  We are all looking forward to 

hanging out at the beach, meeting 
some of the incoming freshmen, 

and saying goodbye to our gradu-
ating seniors. 
 

2015-2016 YBA CABINET 
We also elected our 2015-2016 

Cabinet.  Congratulations to all 
the new cabinet members! 

 
President: 

 Devon Matsumoto 
Vice President: 
 Jordyn Sato 

Treasurer: 
 Alex Tsukahara 
Religious Chair: 

 Hayley Arima 
Recording Secretary:  

 Maddie Matsumoto 
Corresponding Secretary:  

 Lindsey Nishimoto 
Coast District Representative:  
 Alex Shinkawa 

Activities Chair:  
 Rossten Nakamura 

Historian:  
 Kelly Nishimura 

 
CONGRATUALATIONS! 

We would also like to congratu-
late all four of the graduating sen-
iors. We wish them the best of 

luck next year! 

Kaylyn Arima 
Meiko Flynn-Do 

Niko Furumasu 
Emily Furuichi 

 
 

Congratulations to New YBA Cabinet & Graduating Seniors! 

Wanted:  Flower and Plant Donations 
Attention home gardeners.  The 2015 Obon Festival Flower Shop would appreciate and welcome any 

plants and/or flowers you would be willing to donate. 

If you are able to contribute, please contact Shawn Imai at (408) 356-6586 or simairealtor@aol.com, so that 

your gift can be properly acknowledged. 

We would appreciate it if you could drop the plants off at the Flower Booth before the Obon Festival opens on 

Saturday, July 18.  If you need your donations to be picked up, please contact Shawn Imai at the above phone 

number or email address. 
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The Mountain View Buddhist Temple would like to express its heartfelt  

condolence to the families and friends of: 

 Ruth Goto Feb 21, 1946 - May 14, 2015 

 Roy Matsumoto Nov 27, 1931 - May 22, 2015 

May you find comfort in the embrace of Infinite Light and Life,  

the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 

Namo Amida Butsu  

Eleven of our BWA ladies and Rev. 
Mukojima attended the 15th 
World Buddhist Women’s Con-

vention in Calgary, Canada.  It was 
a wonderful convention with inspi-

rational Keynote Speakers Rev. 
Nana Yanase of Japan and Rev. 

Patricia Usuki of the San Fernando 
Valley Buddhist Temple.  Rev. 
Yanase is also a singer/songwriter 

with a truly beautiful voice, and 
Rev. Patricia Usuki is a sansei who 

was born and reared in Toronto, 
Canada.  Many people attended 

from Japan, Brazil, Hawaii, USA and 
Canada. 

 
After the conference, we went by 

tour bus to Banff.  That first night 
we enjoyed a real Japanese meal.  
The restaurant was within walking 

distance from our hotel.  We 
were ready for Japanese food and 

truly enjoyed it!  The next day we 
took a 10-hour tour of the awe-

some and majestic Canadian Rock-
ies in the Banff National Park and 
saw many beautiful turquois lakes 

and glaciers.  We rode to an even 
higher elevation to the Columbia 

Icefields and were able walk to on 
it.  One of the highlights of the 

tour was a stop at the beautiful 
Lake Louise.  Our group was very 

lucky and was able to see four 
black bears, one grizzly bear and a 

group of bighorn sheep.  Of course 
from the safety of the bus, as these 
wild animals were all feeding along 

the side of the highway.  We were 
very fortunate as our time in the 

Banff area was all blue skies and 
sunshine. 

 
Our group returned a little weary, 
but happy for the camaraderie, 

making new friends and strength-
ening the bonds with our old 

friends. 
 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Saturday, July 11, 2015, 9 a.m. in 
YBA Hall. 

BWA Activities  

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

BWA ladies and Rev. Mukojima 
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MVBT Girl Scout Troop #60736 

GARGE SALE 
In May, the Juniors and Cadettes 
held a Garage Sale. 

 
 

CAMPOUT 
Our annual Troop Campout was 
held on May 29.  We had 100% 

attendance of our Girl Scouts and 

Leaders.  This year we invited the 
Girl Scouts from the San Mateo 
Buddhist Temple to join us.  We 

enjoyed getting to know our sis-

ter Girl Scouts from San Mateo 
(seven Scouts and two Leaders) 
and look forward to more activi-

ties together in the future. 

BRIDGING CEREMONY 
We finished our Girl Scout year 
with our Bridging Ceremony on 

June 5. 

One Daisy bridged to Brownies. 
3 Brownies bridged to Juniors 
2 Juniors bridged to Cadettes 

 

1 Cadette bridged to Seniors 
2 Seniors bridged to Ambassa-

dors 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to the Mountain View Buddhist Temple, the Sangha and Rev. Mukojima for your sup-
port and guidance this past year. 
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Seniors Activity Group:  Obon and then Summer Break 

SUMMER BREAK 
We will resume our Senior Activi-
ties and Craft on September 3rd.  

Please mark this date on your cal-
endar and continue to enjoy the 

fellowship with the Senior Activi-
ties and Crafts Group.  Everyone is 

welcome. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
Obon / Bazaar, July 18th and 

19th.  It is soon approaching and 
the Senior Crafts co-chairmen 

Jeanne Ohara and Toshiko 
Uyehara are requesting from our 

own Temple members and friends 
if they can again donate their time 

in making arts and craft items for 
the Homemaking Booth.  It is 

through your efforts that the 
booth has become popular and 
has been successful.  If you have 

any items that you wish to donate, 
mark the package with your name 

on it and address it to either 
Jeanne Ohara or Toshiko Uyehara 

and drop the item off at the Tem-
ple office.  The wish list is more 
kitchen towels, the most popular 

item.  Thank you for your time 
and effort. 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 
September 10th, Thursday.  

We will be making manju for the 
annual Midori Kai Boutique.  We 

will again be asking for your help 
and support for this major fund-

raising event. 

       

September 16th and 17th, 

Wednesday and Thursday.  
We will taking our second Reno 

trip.  Temple members can sign up 
in July by calling Chuck Uyeda.  

Non-members are also welcome 
to sign up, but will be put on the 
waiting list allowing Temple mem-

bers to have first choice.  Don't be 
left out, call early.  Price is $83.00, 

tip included. 

 

In Gassho, 
Aiko Sugimoto-Miyamoto 

Senior 
 

Activities 
 

& 
 

Crafts 

OVERNIGHT CAMPOUT 
Dharma School (DS) had their 
annual campout on Saturday June 

6th – Sunday June 7th.  Thank you 
to parent volunteers Ashley Uye-

hara, Christine Hirabayashi, 
Stuart Ishida, Donna Wing and 

Bryan Matsumoto for coordi-
nating the event.  Also thank you 
to Mr. Nara for setting up the PA 

system for the campout.  Much 
appreciated! 

 
HAPPI COATS 

Dharma School is having MVBT 
Happi Coats made for Obon ac-

cording to the pre-orders re-
ceived.  For those that pre-
ordered, we will be sending out 

information on how to pick up the 
Happi Coats when they are ready. 
 

OBON FESTIVAL 
Dharma School is in-charge of the 
Grab Bag, Duck Pond and Shoot-

ing Gallery game booths for 

Obon.  All Dharma School families 
are required to volunteer at our 

annual Obon Festival. Please vol-
unteer and sign-up for one work 

shift per Dharma School student.  
Please note that a parent and child 
workshift counts as two shifts (for 

Grab Bag and Duck Pond). If you 
are not available for any of 

the remaining open shifts, please 
c o n t a c t  T r a c i  I n o u y e 

at traciendo@aol.com, and 
we will identify an alterna-
tive time (either that weekend or 

the week prior) that you can be 
plugged in to help.  
 

You can sign up for your shifts 
here  

 
http://www1.mysignup.com/

mvbt_obon_dharma_school_boo
ths 

 

Dharma School is also in charge of 
the post-Obon clean-up/classroom 

prep and Obon clean-up dinner.  
Help will be needed for these ac-

tivities.  Please look for an email 
with information on how you can 

help! 
 
SUMMER BREAK 

Dharma School is on break for the 
summer.  We look forward to 

seeing everyone when we resume 
on Sunday, September 13th. 

 
In Gassho, 
Debby Inenaga 

DS Superintendent  

Page 10 The ECHO  

Dharma School News 
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If you’re interested in getting involved, please go to our Temple Website  
(http://www.mvbuddhisttemple.org/) to find links to sign up to help. 

 

The Final Planning meeting will be on Wednesday, June 24 from 

7:30pm to 9:00pm in the YBA Hall Board Room 

 

Please contact Brent Izutsu (bizutsu@stanford.edu) & 

John Arima (john.arima@gmail.com) with any questions. 

Don’t Miss Your Chance to Become an “Obon Sponsor” 
OBON SPONSOR 
The 2015 annual Mountain View 
Buddhist Temple's Obon Festival & 

Bazaar is coming up the weekend 
of July 18th and 19th where thou-

sands of folks will be attending this 
two-day event from near and far.  

Each year, we look to our friends 
and Sangha members for their 
support making contributions to 

this festive event. 

Your donations will be acknowl-
edged with your names on our 

"Donation Board" in Sangha Hall.  
We will be very happy to put your 
name, your business name, or if 

you would like to have a donation 
in memory of a friend or family 

member, just let us know. 

HOW TO DONATE: 
Please make checks payable to 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple 
and mail it to: 575 N. Shoreline 
Blvd. Mountain View, CA 94043.  

Please note on both the check and 
the envelope that it is for the 

Obon Festival & Bazaar with 
“Obon Sponsor” so we know the 

donation is not intended for the 
Kangi-e Obon/Hatsubon Service 
that is being held Sunday, July 5th 

at 10 a.m. 

Note:  Donations to the Obon 
Festival & Bazaar are directed to 

the Temple's Expansion Fund, 
which currently pays for major 
repairs to our buildings and facili-

ties and builds up the financial 
foundation for future Temple 

building projects.  Donations made 
in memory of loved ones to the 

Kangi-e Obon/ Hatsubon Service 

go directly to the Temple’s Gen-
eral Fund, which pays for the regu-
lar operations and expenses of the 

Temple. 

You may also donate through our 
website as well by clicking on the 
"DONATE NOW" button located 

on the right hand side of the Home 
page.  Put your sponsor donation 

amount in “Miscellaneous Contri-
butions” and put “Obon Sponsor” 

in the Donation Notes box 

Thank your for being an Obon 

Sponsor. 

 
QUESTIONS & CONTACT 

Dennis Tsukagawa 
2015 Donation Chair 
Email: alfansot@gmail.com 

Phone: 650-766-8811 

LET’S GET READY FOR OBON! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

GET ECHO ONLINE 
 
Find a color PDF version online 
at:  

www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 
 
To request the color Echo via 
email, send  your name and email 
address to  
 
echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 
 
In Gassho, 
The Echo Staff 
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          LET’S GET READY FOR OBON! 

Help needed (see Page 11) 

Contact Brent Izutsu or John Arima 




