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A Precious World Without Borders 

M O U N T A I N   V I E W   B U D D H I S T   T E M P L E  

February 2014 

February Highlights  

 

 2/2 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo  

 

11:00 AM 

Japanese language service  

 

 2/3 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 2/9 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Boy Scout Sunday  

 

 2/12 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 2/16 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Nirvana Day  &  

Pet Memorial 

 

 2/23 Sun, 10:00 AM 
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How sad it is. 

 

Someone once told me that when 

we compare humans to birds, 

even birds, with a strong sense of 

territoriality don’t fight over their 

space as much. He said that there 

is a famous island in Scotland 

called Bass Rock, which is home to 

migratory birds. When the Brown 

Booby builds a nest there, it fights 

ferociously for space. But once it 

sits on its nest, the booby doesn’t 

try to extend its territory beyond 

the limits its beak can reach. 

Unlike humans, these birds never 

compete to hold an area bigger 

than that of its neighbor. 

 

Humans think hard about and 

decide on the national and political 

divisions which must be main-

tained to avoid the conflict caused 

by our lust for power and limitless 

desire for possessions. Yet conflict 

occurs again and again because of 

these borders. 

 

There exist not only borders 

which we can see but also invisible 

ones as well. Of course, we have 

such borders in our thinking. We 

love a person who takes sides 

with us but hate a person who 

doesn’t. Although we treasure 

harmony, friendship, unity and 

trust on our side, we tend to at-

tack, expel, slander and block 

those on the other. 

  

A couple of weeks ago when I 

stopped at a bookstore with my 

daughter, I saw a large globe. Be-

cause I hadn’t seen one for a long 

time, I spent a long time looking at 

it. I was surprised all over again at 

how vast the American continent 

is. My home country, the Japanese 

Islands, would fit completely within 

the state of California where we live. 

 

Next to the globe were some 

books about the Earth, so I picked 

one up and looked through it. I 

caught sight of a photograph of 

the Earth as seen from outer 

space and was stunned by its 

beauty. I gazed at the image in-

tently, neglecting my daughter.  

 

What surprised me was that the 

man-made borders were nowhere 

to be found. Unlike the globe, 

which showed political divisions, 

our planet as photographed from 

space has no borders.  

 

Seeing the blue orb of the Earth 

floating in the darkness of the 

universe, we realize that borders 

are just foolish barriers drawn on 

a map reflecting our selfish values 

and sense of territory. Therefore, 

nothing is more beautiful and 

precious than the Earth glowing 

brightly, unmarked by these divi-

sions. We must be aware of the 

original state of our Earth and real-

ize how precious it would be to be 

alive on an Earth without borders. 

As you all know, man’s predeces-

sors used to live in trees. After 

many years, they came down and 

started hunting and collecting. 

During that time of living in trees, 

there seemed to be no territorial 

conflicts. But when they started 

keeping livestock, farming, and 

agriculture, territorial conflict 

began because of possession, 

accumulation and defense. Since 

then, the history of mankind 

shows repeated competition and 

conflict over territory so that 

now the seeds of discord know 

no end all over the world.  

 

By Rev. Yushi Mukojima  
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Religious Planning—February 2014 

February  2, 2014, Sunday 10:00AM—Shotsuki Hoyo  

11:00 AM Japanese Language Service  

 

 

February  9, 2014, Sunday 10:00AM—Boy Scouts Sunday  

 

 

 

February  16 2014, Sunday 10:00AM—Nirvana Day & Pet Memorial  

 

 

 

February  23, 2014, Sunday 10:00AM  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 
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There is a saying in the Commen-

tary on the Discourse on Birth 

written by T’an-luan, one of Jodo 

Shinshu’s Seven Pure Land Masters:  

 

The reason Amida Buddha originally 

provided the glorious merit of vast-

ness is that when he observed the 

three worlds, he found that everything 

there was confined and limited; that 

there were pits, gorges, mounds of 

earth and shores; that even palace 

buildings were too close to each other; 

that plots of land and fields were 

small; that, when wishing to proceed, 

roads were sometimes too narrow; 

mountains and rivers hindered free 

passage; and that countries were sepa-

rated from each other by boundaries.  

 

Since everything was narrow and 

confined, Dharmakara Bodhisattva 

(Amida Buddha) made this vow of 

providing the glorious merit of vast-

ness, resolving, “My land will be vast 

and without bounds like space.” 

 

Reading this wish for the boundless 

Buddha’s Pure Land, we cannot 

help feeling Buddha’s sorrow at 

human’s foolishness, because we 

always build borders both physical 

and within our minds and we con-

tinue to create places where light 

cannot reach. Therefore, Amida 

Buddha established the Pure Land 

of Utmost Bliss to transcend the 

world of delusion. It is vast and 

without bounds. In the Shoshin-ge, 

Shinran Shonin expresses this 

vastness as “Boundless Light.” 

  

There is an interesting saying in 

Recorded on the Life of Rennyo 

Shonin where Rennyo describes 

the virtue of a person with Shinjin 

(Entrusting Heart): “A person with 

Shinjin would not say hurtful 

words to fellow Nembutsu prac-

ticers and is sure to gain a peace-

ful mind. This is because Amida 

Buddha vows that all sentient 

beings who have been touched by 

the Buddha’s light will become 

relaxed and gentle in body and 

mind. Contrarily, without Shinjin, 

one would be wrapped up in one’s 

own self-centeredness, speaking 

hurtful words that are bound to 

result in conflict with others.” 

 

If we attain Shinjin—the entrusting 

heart—our minds, shut tightly, will 

be opened, our complaints and 

discontentment turn into gratitude, 

and we will be able to accept and 

understand others. Moreover, we 

will be able to show the deep 

compassion that understands others’ 

pain and can put ourselves in an-

other’s place. I believe that it is this 

mind of compassion is the way to 

knock down our man-made borders. 

 

Speaking of territory, my wife 

complained recently that because 

the cold weather has continued, I 

have begun hogging the middle of 

our bed. Mika, who is forced to 

one corner, has been quite irri-

tated with me every morning. She 

has tried over and over to get me 

to move to my half of the bed but 

while sound asleep, I won’t budge!  

 

Although when falling asleep I am 

careful to stay to one side, in the 

middle of the night I instinctively 

move to the warmest spot in the 

bed. I don’t remember moving 

there and do not do it on purpose, 

but I feel really sorry for my wife. 

Although I hope that she won’t 

catch a cold because of me, the 

battle of taking that cozy spot in 

the middle of the bed will un-

doubtedly occur again tonight. 

 

In Gassho, 

A Precious World Without Borders (Cont’d fr P.1) 

 

My land 

 

will be 

 

vast 
 

and 

 

without bounds 

 

like  

 

space 

SERVICE OF THE MONTH 

Special thanks to Dennis Tsuka-

gawa for organizing the January 

Sunday Services in behalf of ABA.   

 

Thank you to ABA members 

who volunteered to help fulfill 

ABAs obligations in the services 

and for refreshments after service.   

ABA INSTALLATION 

On Sunday January 19th the 2014 

ABA Board shall be installed. The 

2014 ABA Board will be the same 

as the 2013 ABA Board.  

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

New Year’s Dinner—Feb 1 

With guest chef Dave Kawamoto  

San Jose Opera—Feb 23 (Sun) 

San Jose Opera’s production of 

Puccini’s Madama Butterfly.  

 

Contact Norm Sato  

Don’t Miss Dinner and the Opera with ABA 
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Once again, Happy New Year!   

 

I hope I don’t sound like a broken 

record by now, but wanted to 

remind you about a very impor-

tant event coming up for our 

Dharma School.  

 

MVBT and the Coast District are 

hosting this year’s Federation of 

Dharma School Teachers 

League Annual Conference 

here at MVBT! This is a very big 

event, and we are all needed to do 

our part to help out. 

  

The conference date is Saturday, 

April 26th. We all have many obli-

gations and are exhausted from 

work, kids, and just life in general.   

 

But our teachers and all BC teach-

ers volunteer their time every 

Sunday (and more) to our children.   

 

Let’s recognize their effort with 

one day of effort of our own to 

give back to them. Let’s do what 

we can to make this confer-

ence a success! 

 

Opportunities for various ways to 

help out will be coming soon. In 

the meantime, please reserve that 

weekend for us.  

 

Thank you and Gassho for 

your time and commitment to our 

Dharma School! 

Dharma School  to Host FDSTL  Annual Conference 4/26 

On Thursday January 2nd, many 

scouts left early for a campout at 

Pico Blanco. We learned many skills 

to complete our Cooking and 

Camping Merit Badges, as well as 

rank advancements. We returned on 

the 4th after an exciting campout!  

 

During the troop meeting on Janu-

ary 15th, the younger scouts took 

part in an advancement meeting, 

where scouts can complete re-

quirements for their next rank. 

On the 18h and 19th, many scouts 

went on a two-day campout at 

Laguna Seca. Finally, at the January 

22nd meeting, scouts can earn the 

Skiing Merit Badge!  

 

On the last Saturday of January, 

the troop will go to iFly, an indoor 

skydiving facility. The last scout 

meeting of the month, on January 

29th, will be marshmallow games, 

where scouts will be shoot marsh-

mallows as far as they can. 

 

Looking ahead to February, there 

will be a Merit Badge Midway on 

the 1st. Also, on the 9th, most of 

the scouts in Troop 87 will be 

going to the temple service for 

Scout Sunday. There is also a ski 

trip planned for the weekend of 

the 15th and 16th. 

A Busy Month for Boy Scout Troop #87 

 

Save the date! 

 

April 26 

 

FDSTL 

Conference 

 

Volunteers Needed 
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YBA’s Full Slate of Activities in Jan/Feb 
 

YBA 

  

Updates 

 

Happy New Year everyone! 

 

On January 25th, YBA members 

will attend the Coast District Win-

ter Activity at San Jose Betsuin. 

 

YBA's annual Spaghetti Dinner 

In Gassho, 

 

Haley Sawamura 

MVYBA President 

will be held on Saturday, February 

8th! Please see the dinner order 

form for more information.  

 

Finally, the YBA will be hosting a 

basketball and volleyball mixer with 

Oakland YBA on February 15th. 

 

Pre-order 

 

SPAGHETTI 

DINNER 

 

by 

 

1/26/14 
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The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month. It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Bill Ichiro Asada 

Tom Fukuda 

Hatsugoro Fukushima 

Ben Furuichi 

Thomas Gishi 

Yusaku Haruta 

Chiyo Higuchi 

Tomiuemon Hiramoto 

Chiyoko Hirohata 

Jeanette Hirota 

Shuichi Hori 

Henry Isamu Hoshi Jr. 

Henry Hideo Hoshi 

Clara Hoshida 

Matsuyo Idehara 

Rev. Ryumei Iguchi 

Tatsuhiko Ikebe 

Francis Ikenaga 

George Tadashi Ishimaru 

Kay Hisako Ishizawa  

Jiro Iwata 

Jack Kawamoto 

Chiyeko Matsumoto 

Frank Matsumoto 

Matsutaro Matsumoto 

David Toshio Matsuo 

Shigeki Murai 

Akiko Nakagawa 

Niro Nishimoto 

Tsuneo Nishimura 

Edward Okamura 

Jane Okumura 

Frank Sakino 

Kiyoshi Sawamura 

Zensaku Shishido 

Mary Somen  

Rodney Togashi 

Haruo Yamaji 

Toshio Yamaji 

Mildred Yamanaga 

Tsutomu Yamanga 

Kenneth Yasuda 

February 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

Feb 2, 2014 
 

10:00 am 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

FEB Zones  3 & 4 Feb 14 (Fri) Feb 7 (Fri) 

MAR Zones  5 & 6 Mar 19 (Wed) Mar 14 (Fri) 

APR Zones  7 & 8 Apr 16 (Wed) Apr 11 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This will provide time to layout and production. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Mukojima. 

E-mail  ymukojima@gmail.com  

Phone (temple office) (650) 964-9426 

It’s a new year and our first win-

ners for January are Allen and 

Linda Sasaki. 

 

To all our 150 Club participants, 

THANK YOU for helping Moun-

tain View Buddhist Temple. 

 

In Gassho, 

 

Glenn Kitasoe 

150 Club News 

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
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The Senior Activities and Craft 

Groups want to express our 

heartfelt sympathy to the Amy 

Imai Family.   

 

We will truly miss her and her dedi-

cation to our Senior Activities 

and Craft.   

 

2/20—TRIP CANCELLED 

The trip to Graton Casino has 

been CANCELLED. It will be 

rescheduled and all monies will be 

returned. 

2/20—GUEST SPEAKER 

Paula Wolfson and her presenta-

tion will be of interest to all of 

us. The topic will be “Family 

Checklist: Having your Docu-

ments in Order, DPOA, AD, 

POLST, and Trust".   

Please join us on this important 

informative topic.  Lunch will be 

provided at 11:30 AM. 

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 

Only $18.00 

Available at the Temple office or 

from any of the committee mem-

bers. Makes a great gift! 

 

SENIOR CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Please join the group and enjoy 

the morning with good friends and 

fellowship.  Everyone is welcome 

to just socialize.  We have patient 

friends, willing and ready to teach 

you whether it be card playing or 

craft. Good for the mind and body. 

 

LINE DANCING 

Thursdays, 9:30AM-10:00AM  

Instruction led by Naomi Ari-

yama. An invigorating half-hour 

of morning exercise 

 

SENIOR KNITTERS 

Whether you are a beginner or an 

expert in knitting and crocheting, 

Debbie Kitani has been very 

helpful to the Senior Craft Class 

every Thursday morning. Debbie 

has many new ideas and her 

knowledge will make your knitting 

and crocheting enjoyable.  

Light refreshment of coffee, tea 

and desserts are always provided. 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

and share new ideas.   

 

We are always looking to make 

new friends.  We want to con-

tinue to grow. 

  

Arigato. 

Senior 

  

Activities  

 

&  

 

Crafts  
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BWA Updates for February  

It is with great sorrow that we have 

lost two of our members, Muriel 

Izumi and Amy Imai.  

 

BWA extends our deepest condo-

lences to their families. 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER  

Due to unforeseen circumstances, 

the Japanese cooking class that was 

to start in February will be post-

poned until a later date. 

 

2014 DUES 

$20 dues now being accepted 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

Mary Mayeda  

 

NEXT MEETING 

Feb 15, 2014, 9AM in YBA Hall 

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

Thank You from the Mochitsuki Crew! 

On behalf of Zone 5, we would like 

to thank everyone who participated 

in this annual fundraising event.  

With the hard work of our great 

Temple community we pounded and 

shaped over 2,500 pounds of mochi.   

 

Special thanks to all of our affili-

ated organizations and Temple 

board for all of their support.   

There is still plenty of frozen komo-

chi available. Please contact the office 

if you’re interested in purchasing. 

 

Gassho, 

 

Bob Matsumoto 

Mochitsuki Chair 
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YBA Spaghetti Dinner Coming Up February 8th! 
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In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 
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