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Preparing for Our Own Winter 

Grateful for a Community of over 500 Members 

M O U N T A I N   V I E W   B U D D H I S T   T E M P L E  

December 2013 

December Highlights  

 12/1 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo &  

Bodhi Day 

 

 12/2 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 12/11 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 12/15 Sun 

Mochitsuki  

 

 12/23-1/3/14  

Office closed for  

Christmas and New 

Years 

 

 12/31 Tue, 7:30PM  

Joya-e Service  

 

 1/1/14 Wed, 10:00AM  

Shusho-e Service  
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By Bob Imai 

time with no expectation of 

praise. I really appreciate their 

devoted labor and dedication over 

such a long period. 

   

When it is this time of year, I al-

ways remember Seabrook Bud-

dhist Temple where I served as 

minister eleven years ago. Have 

you ever heard of Seabrook? It’s in 

New Jersey. New Jersey is nick-

named The Garden State and, true 

to its name, its cities and towns 

are embraced by rich green for-

ests and the distant shoreline. 

The season of the leaves beginning 

to color finally has come.  

 

The Mountain View Buddhist 

Temple has a Friday Group of 

volunteers. They come to the 

temple in the early morning each 

Friday to trim and shape the many 

trees and clean every corner of 

the temple grounds. Recently, 

they have had a harder job be-

cause there are so many fallen 

leaves to rake up. Although it 

takes a great deal more time than 

during the other months, the Fri-

day Group always works cheer-

fully together to get the job done. 

Although it is a really hard work, 

they have maintained the temple’s 

landscaping like this for a long 

Another year comes to an end 

and so does my second term as 

President of the Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple.  

 

It was an honor to be your Tem-

ple President, and I’m very grateful 

and appreciative for the many 

members, volunteers and friends 

who work hard to make the 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple a 

very special place.  

 

We are a Community of over 

500 members. 

 

We’ve seen many changes this 

year. First, we said good bye to 

Reverend Koyama and his family 

as he was reassigned to the Palo 

Alto Buddhist Temple.  

 

We welcomed Reverend Muko-

jima and family to the Mountain 

View Buddhist Temple from the 

San Diego Buddhist Temple. In a 

very short period of time, Rever-

end Mukojima has become an 

integral part of our Temple family. 

His hard work and spiritual guid-

ance has helped keep the Temple 

running smoothly on the religious 

side of the house.  

 

We’ve also lost a number of mem-

bers over the year and they are a 

constant reminder of the fragile 

nature of this life.  

 

We also thank them for their hard 

work, sacrifice and dedication to 

the Temple.  

 

The next group I’d like to ac-

knowledge and thank is the MVBT 

Temple Board of Directors who 

represent each of the prospective 

zones and members. The Direc-

By Rev. Yushi Mukojima  
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Religious Planning—December 2013 

December 1, 2013, Sunday 10:00 AM —Shotsuki Hoyo & Bodhi Day  

11:00AM Japanese Language Service 

 

 

December 8, 2013, Sunday  

 

 

December 15, 2013, Sunday—Mochitsuki  

NO SERVICES AT TEMPLE 

 

 

December 22, 2013, Sunday 10:00 AM—O-soji  

 

 

 

December 23, 2013 – January 3, 2014—Office Closed for Christmas & New Years  

 

 

 

December 29, 2013, Sunday  

NO SERVICES AT TEMPLE 

 

 

December 31, 2013, Tuesday 7:30PM—Joya-e Service  

 

 

 

January 1, 2014, Wednesday 10:00AM—Shusho-e Service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 
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Because the changing seasons are 

very distinct, New Jersey’s climate 

is almost the same as that of Fukui 

Prefecture, my hometown. At 

times, one is surprised by the sud-

den change from cold to warm and 

vice versa, but spring is usually 

quite mild and has low rainfall, 

making it an easy place to live.  

 

Summer brings hot and humid days 

which cause one much discomfort. 

Endless blue skies and brilliant 

leaves make autumn the most en-

joyable time of year. Winter’s arri-

val, with its sudden drop in tem-

perature, continued cold and occa-

sional snow, make it perhaps the 

most difficult season. Although it 

seldom snows in December, the cold 

goes from severe to worse as one 

endures the freezing temperatures. 

The frigid cold makes one eagerly 

anticipate the arrival of spring. 

Should anyone be contemplating a 

visit to New Jersey, I would certainly 

recommend going in the fall. 

 

I served at Seabrook for a full year, 

so I had the opportunity to live in 

the midst of a natural environment 

that gave my spirit a wonderful 

education. Being among the many 

trees and plants with their beauti-

ful blossoms nurtured by the 

warmth of the spring sun, I felt the 

joy of life. Having experienced the 

cool shade created by the tower-

ing trees that block the summer 

sun’s hot rays, I was reminded of 

the strength of life. When the glo-

rious leaves of late autumn fell, 

they demonstrated the imperma-

nence of life. And the dignified 

towering trees stripped of their 

leaves in the winter cold taught me 

the dignity of life. 

 

Throughout the four seasons of 

the year, the trees and flowers 

showed me all their different as-

pects. Living with Nature all 

around me in Seabrook encour-

aged me to think deeply about the 

meaning of life. It was a great joy 

that one can only experience when 

in close contact with Nature. 

  

Of the four seasons, I find the 

falling leaves of late autumn most 

beautiful. When these leaves reach 

the end of their life span, they 

float down on the breezes without 

hesitation, as if invited by the 

ground below. This scene reminds 

me of Amida Buddha who, like 

Mother Earth, accepts all of our 

lives firmly and gently. 

Close examination reveals that no 

two leaves are alike. Even when 

growing on the same tree, each 

leaf faces the sun at a slightly dif-

ferent angle. Each is affected dif-

ferently by the wind as well. 

Whether in moonlight, starlight, 

or varying temperatures, each leaf 

has a different experience. When 

autumn arrives, each leaf changes 

color in its own way. Just as each 

person lives his own life, each leaf 

has its own life which it lives to the 

fullest no matter what might hap-

pen. Even when buffeted by strong 

winds, a leaf does not give up its 

hold on the tree until its time has 

come. And in the end, each leaf cele-

brates the end of its life with blazing 

colors, extinguishing life’s flame. 

 

When I think deeply about it, I real-

ize that we human beings, like the 

leaf, are ourselves a part of nature. 

Even though we have great wor-

ries about our lives, we can learn a 

valuable and precious lesson from 

observing the life cycle of the leaf. 

  

The winter of our lives will not 

come in perfect order like the 

seasons. As I experience nature’s 

changes, I sincerely want to treas-

ure each moment and live my life 

to the fullest without hesitation. 

Are all of you prepared for your 

own winter? I sincerely hope that 

each of us will always observe 

closely the nature around us in 

order to feel and experience the 

changing of the four seasons. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to ex-

press my deepest appreciation to 

all who have supported me and my 

family since we were assigned to 

the Mountain View Buddhist Tem-

ple on August 1st. We are so 

grateful to all of you for welcoming 

us warmly. We sincerely hope all 

of you will give us your continued 

guidance next year.  

 

Please look forward to welcoming 

a wonderful New Year. 

 

In Gassho. 

Preparing for Our Own Winter(Cont’d fr P.1) 

 

Are  

 

all of you  

 

prepared  

 

for  

 

your  

 

own winter?  
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tors are the voices of the mem-

bers and the leadership for fund-

raising activities and special 

events.  

 

Within the Board of Directors is 

the Temple Cabinet. These indi-

viduals have taken on larger roles 

that maintain the administrative 

function of the Temple. Without 

their dedication and support my 

job would be very difficult.  

 

Next is the ECHO Staff. If you are 

reading this, it’s through their 

efforts that this is possible. Every 

month, this group creates, edits, 

and publishes the ECHO, many 

for the last 20 plus years.  

 

The Dharma School Board and 

Teachers work tirelessly to pro-

vide our children with a strong 

and enjoyable Dharma programs. 

We have Teachers who are new 

and those who’ve been teaching 

for almost 50 years (amazing). 

Next is the Oasaji Group, who 

practice morning chanting before 

Sunday service and assist Rever-

end Mukojima with the Sunday 

Service. On many occasions they’ve 

conducted Sunday service when 

the Reverend is out of town.  

 

There is a group of individuals 

who are very special; they are the 

Temple Office Volunteers. This 

group of volunteers works in the 

office from 10am to 2pm, Monday 

through Friday. Thank you.  

 

There are a number of groups 

who also work tirelessly for the 

good of the Temple; the Altar 

Flower ladies, the Friday Tree 

Trimming Crew, the individuals 

who provide Landscaping and 

Maintenance for the Temple, and 

so many others. We are so fortu-

nate to have such a dedicated and 

motivated group of individuals 

who spend many hours of their 

personal time for the care and 

maintenance of the Temple.  

 

Please show your Appreciation 

and Gratitude by acknowledging 

them anytime you see them. Have 

a safe and joyous holiday season. 

 

In Gassho, 

 

Bob Imai 

Grateful for a Community of over 500 Members (Cont’d fr P.1) 

 

The Family of James Satake  
 

would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation  

to the entire Sangha  

of the Mountain View Buddhist Temple  

for their thoughtful  

support and generosity during our recent loss.   

 

James was proud to be a member of this temple  

and served as president for two years  

and on the Board of Directors  

during his lifetime.  

MVBT has always held a special place in his heart. 

 

We are sincerely grateful especially to the many organizations;  

the Temple and its Board of Directors, service planning committee,  

otoki group, BWA, Senior Group, ABA, YBA, Miroku, Dharma School  

and Boy Scouts for helping to ensure that the service held was  

a memorable tribute to a wonderful man who will be greatly missed. 

 

With Gratitude and Compassion, 

The Satake Family 
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The Dharma School had their eat-

out fundraiser at Armadillo Willy's 

on October 23rd. Thanks to eve-

ryone who attended and also 

those who couldn't make it but 

donated to our cause anyway!  It 

is much appreciated! 

 

We also helped out at the Keiro 

Kai luncheon and the kids prac-

ticed hard for a fun entertainment 

segment! We are so grateful to 

our Keiro. We hope everyone had 

an enjoyable time. 

 

Special Thanks to: Deb Sato, 

Traci Inouye, Tricia and Dave 

Hojo, Pauline Shinkawa, Curt 

Fukuda, and Katie Itow for 

helping with the DS Activity at the 

Nembutsu Family Convention 

Additionally, to Jean and Jits 

Higa for donating their time and 

use of their shave ice machine, 

plus all the fixings, for the DS kids 

at the NFC. 

 

Finally, to April and David Ka-

basinskas, Bob Matsumoto, 

and Linda Uyechi for helping at 

the Keiro Kai luncheon. 

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

 

Unknown/Anonymous 

In lieu of Armadillo Willy’s 

Fundraiser 

 

Janice & Jeff Lee  

Joey Lee’s birthday 

 

Larry & Fay Matsumoto  

Joey Lee’s birthday & 

Kaila Matsumoto’s birthday 

 

Ashley & Todd Uyehara 

Trevor’s birthday 

 

Karen Bunya & Jon Wakimoto  

Jenna Wakimoto’s birthday 

 

CORRECTIONS 

Karen Bunya & Jon Wakimoto  

Jason Wakimoto’s birthday 

 

Dennis Shinseki & Jane Hamada  

Jonathan Hamada’s graduation 

 

Many Thanks from Dharma School! 

This November Boy Scout Troop 

87 will be doing many fun activi-

ties. On the 20th, the troop will 

be doing something called Sumo 

Turkey Wrestling during their 

meeting.  

 

This is when all the scouts partici-

pate in sumo wrestling matches 

with a Thanksgiving theme. The 

next week, on the 27th, the Boy 

Scouts will be playing ultimate 

frisbee, which is a great way for 

the scouts to stay in shape for 

their Personal Fitness merit badge. 

 

Troop 87 also participated in the 

annual Scouting for Food event. 

This is when all of the scouts walk 

around the neighborhood going 

door to door collecting canned 

food. After all of the food is col-

lected, the scouts then take all of 

it to a food bank for the homeless. 

This was a great success, and the 

scouts gathered many cans. We 

would also like to thank some of 

the scouts from Pack 611 for help-

ing the troop collect the cans. 

Looking ahead to December, 

Troop 87 will be going to STEM 

Merit Badge Midway on the 7th. 

This is an event where the scouts 

can earn many merit badges all in 

one place. One merit badge that 

cannot be obtained at the Merit 

Badge Midway is the Personal 

Management Merit Badge. Fortu-

nately, scouts will be able to earn 

this merit badge on the 12th dur-

ing the class at the scout meeting. 

 

Since the Mountain View Buddhist 

Temple has helped support Troop 

87 in many ways, Troop 87 has 

donated an ice machine to show 

their appreciation for all that the 

temple has done for the troop. 

Boy Scout Troop #87 Leads Canned Food Drive 
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Thank you to all the ABA mem-

bers who help with the CD Nem-

butsu Family Convention on Oc-

tober 13th here at our temple. 

President Sterling Makishima 

was in charge of registration and 

our co-historian Carolyn Murata 

was in charge of refreshments.  

 

They both did a wonderful job!  

The conference was very enjoy-

able as well as informative! 

 

 A Big Thank You to all the temple 

members who came out to sup-

port us and join in on the fun 

evening at our recent dance, “Oh 

What a Night! We hope you en-

joyed the evening. Thank you to 

the “Oh What a Night!” dance 

committee members for all their 

hard work in putting together a 

very successful fundraiser! 

 

One last thank you to all the ABA 

members who helped with our 

annual Meet & Mingle dinner & 

entertainment on November 8th.   

 

This dinner was an opportunity to 

thank the membership for all their 

hard work and support. It was 

also a time to invite friends to 

experience an ABA activity.  Five 

new people were welcomed to 

the dinner Faye & Larry Matsu-

moto; Phyllis Nakano; Leanne 

& Kenji Maru. 

A Full Month of Activities for ABA 

Dear MVBT Keiro Kai Commit-

tee, donors and supporters, 

 

Thank you, thank you, arigatou! 

 

I had a great time at the annual 

KeiroKai on Nov. 10! The food 

was delicious, entertainment was 

heartwarming, and getting pam-

pered by all the younger members 

and showered with generous gifts 

simply made my day!  

 

I was young once and know how 

much work is involved in putting 

on the Keiro Kai. It requires help 

from the entire Temple organization!   

It was wonderful to see the entire 

Sangha coming together to honor 

the Keiro members and allowing 

us to act our age.  

 

Congratulations to all the Keiro 

members for doing a great job 

teaching the younger members the 

beautiful tradition of Keiro!   

 

I hope the KeiroKai will continue 

so that the younger members 

working so hard now can also 

enjoy the experience when their 

turn comes. We are all getting there 

sooner or later, and KeiroKai is a 

nice thing to look forward to. 

 

Thank you again, everyone! 

 

An Anonymous but Appreciative 

Keiro Member  

Many Thanks from Appreciative Keiro! 
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The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month. It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Yoshiko Akizuki  

Ichiro Chikasuye 

Emiko Fujikawa  

Mamoru Fukuma 

Emiko Furuta   

James Furuta 

Myrna Hayashi 

Sato Hiroshige 

Dorothy Horiuchi 

June Hoshi 

Teruko Ikeda 

Hana Inouye 

Harry Ishii  

IJ Iwamoto 

David Kawamoto 

Junso Kawamoto 

Tsue Kawamoto 

James Ichiro Kawaye  

Tomiko Kosakura 

Tsutomu Koyama 

Alice Koyano 

Tomoe Kumamaru 

George Kunimoto 

Yoshio Kusaba 

Nobuichi Masaki 

Kiyoko Murakami 

Jane Nakamura 

Masazo Nakamura  

Miyuki Nakano 

Shunsuke Nakano 

Leo Nakayama  

Frank Okimoto 

Kelly Sakae 

Jiro Sakano 

Hatsue Sako 

Chiyo Shimoguchi 

Yasuki Shinke 

Laurie Takasugi 

Robert Taniguchi 

Florence Tsukagawa 

Hiro Uyehara 

Edward Yonemura  

December 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

Dec 1, 2013 
 

10:00 am 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Mukojima. 

E-mail  ymukojima@gmail.com  

Phone (temple office) (650) 964-9426 

29 YBA members attended 

the CC Conference in Fresno 

on November 9th.  

 

We participated in various work-

shops, met many new people, 

performed in the talent show, and 

attended the banquet and dance.  

 

This year we rented 3 big vans 

since we had such a large group.  

Many thanks to our advisors 

who drove the vans and accompa-

nied us to the conference!  

 

At the Keiro Kai luncheon, YBA 

members helped serve beverages 

and desert, and assisted with the 

clean-up process.  

 

With the holidays quickly ap-

proaching, we are all looking for-

ward to spending time with our 

families and planning our holiday 

party, family dinner and sleepover. 

Great Turnout for CC Conference in Fresno 

 

YBA 

  

Activities  
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November 21st will be our last ses-

sion before the Holiday break.  We 

will resume January 9, 2014.  Please 

mark this date on your calendar. 

 

12/1—CRAFT BOUTIQUE 

We will have a Senior Activities 

and Craft Boutique on the same 

day as the BWA udon lunch.  

Many items are made by our own 

Senior ladies. Please join us and 

support this fundraiser in the 

Sangha Hall foyer. 

 

1/16—BINGO 

Looking ahead, we’ll celebrate 2014 

with Bingo and lunch . 

 

2/20—DAY TRIP (THURS) 

Join us for a day trip planned to 

Graton Casino, a new casino that 

just opened. With this popular day 

trip planned, we are requesting 

a second bus, so we can accom-

modate everyone interested. 

Don't  miss out on a fun day 

with your friends! 

 

The cost is $31/person. Please call 

Chuck Uyeda for reservation. 

 

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 

The holidays are approaching and 

this makes a great gift for only $18!  

 

Available at the Temple office or 

from any committee member.  

 

SENIOR CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Please join the group and enjoy 

the morning with good friends and 

fellowship.  Everyone is welcome 

to just socialize.  We have patient 

friends, willing and ready to teach 

you whether it be card playing or 

craft.  We are looking for more 

card players to start up another 

table. Let us keep our mind active 

and join in the fun.  

 

LINE DANCING 

Thursdays, 9:30AM-10:00AM  

Instruction led by Naomi Ari-

yama. An invigorating half-hour. 

SENIOR KNITTERS 

Whether you are a beginner or an 

expert in knitting and crocheting, 

Debbie Kitani has been very 

helpful to the Senior Craft Class 

every Thursday morning. Debbie 

has many new ideas and her 

knowledge will make your knitting 

and crocheting enjoyable.  

 

Thank you to all the volunteers 

and many friends involved with 

our Senior Activities and Craft 

Group, supporting our functions 

and fundraiser during the past 

year. We are grateful and appreci-

ate your support.  

 

With your support, we are able to 

subsidize our trips and provide  

lunch. Let us continue to grow.  

 

Arigato. 

The November winner is Sylvia 

Nara. Congratulations!! 

 

To all One Hundred and Fifty 

participants of the 150 Club, thank 

you for helping Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple. See your Zone 

Chairs for on 2014 150 Club tickets. 

 

Gassho—Glenn Kitasoe 

150 Club News 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

DEC Zones  12 & 13 Dec 18 (Wed) Dec 13 (Fri) 

JAN Zones  1 & 2 Jan 17 (Fri) Jan 10 (Fri) 

FEB Zones  3 & 4 Feb 14 (Fri) Feb 7 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This will provide time to layout and production. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Senior 

  

Activities  

 

&  

 

Crafts  

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
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BWA Updates for December  

Our sincere condolences to the 

families of Mrs. Chieko Umeda 

and Mrs. Ellen Fukushima. They 

were both longtime members of BWA. 

 

Mitsue Fukuda and Reiko Mura-

kami attended the FBWA Dele-

gates Meeting on October 12 in Los 

Angeles. It was an informative 

meeting with guest speakers Rev. 

Marvin Harada and Rev. Angela 

Oh. We enjoyed meeting with old 

friends and making new ones. 

 

We thank MVBT for the wonderful 

Keiro Kai on November 10. Most of 

our members are keiro and we very 

much enjoyed ourselves. 

BWA is planning cooking classes on 

Japanese cuisine starting in early 

2014. Watch for further information 

in the upcoming issues of the Echo. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Dec 14, 2013, 9AM in YBA Hall 

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

Mochi-Tsuki time is here again and we look forward to 

seeing you all at this annual get together.  

 

Come and have fun helping and participating in the activi-

ties that make this cultural event and fundraiser a success. 

 

Tickets have been distributed to each zone. 

A final count is due Monday, November 25, 2013.  

 

Tickets are also available at the MVBT office or 

through your zone chairperson. 

 

Work schedule is as follows: 

SAT, Dec 7 8:00 am Pre-preparation, test equipment, and hang plastic 

FRI, Dec 13 8:00 am Wash barrels & rinse rice 

SAT, Dec 14 8:00 am Final setup, clean area, move equipment 

 

SUN, Dec 15 Mochi-Tsuki Day 

 5:00 am Start steamers 

 5:30 am Start cooking rice 

 6:00 am Start pounding 

 6:30 am Start shaping mochi 

 12:00-4:00 pm Mochi Pickup 

 

TUE, Dec 17 8:00 am Final clean-up 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Matsumoto, Zone 5 at (408) 732-2021 or email 

robertmats@aol.com. 

Mochi-Tsuki—Sunday December 15th! 

Mochi Prices  

 
Komochi 
$  4.00  

(1-pound pkg) 

 

 

Okasane 
$  6.00 

(Kagami)  

(1-pound pkg) 

 

 

Noshimochi 
$16.00  

(4-pound pkg) 
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In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 
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