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Inheriting the Spirit of Hiraza! 

A New Beginning 

M O U N T A I N   V I E W   B U D D H I S T   T E M P L E  

October 2013 

October Highlights  

 9/29/13 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Sangha Day Picnic 

NO SERVICES AT TEMPLE 

 

 10/6 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo 

 

 10/7 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 10/9 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 10/13 Sun, All Day 

CD Nembutsu Family 

Conference 
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By Bob Imai 

you for your warm welcome and 

thoughtfulness. 

 

Since arriving here, one thing sur-

prised me. It was that I have had 

more than one opportunity to 

enjoy a beer with Sangha mem-

bers. Maybe some of you may 

wonder, “But is a Buddhist minis-

ter allowed to drink?” However, 

the members here value the op-

portunity to spend a relaxing time 

talking frankly with one another 

while enjoying a drink with the 

minister. 

Earlier this month, I conducted my 

first Sunday Service since moving 

to the Mountain View. There 

were many in attendance including 

over 100 Dharma School kids and 

YBA members!  

 

It felt great to finally meet the 

Mountain View Sangha. The tem-

ple was full of life that day because 

it was the first day of Dharma School. 

 

After the service, there was a 

wonderful Welcome Luncheon for 

my family in the Sangha Hall. We 

were really glad to meet those of 

you who welcomed us so openly 

and warmly. We were over-

whelmed by the display boards 

filled with heartwarming messages 

from Dharma School kids and 

YBA members. So despite the 

gravity we feel taking on the re-

sponsibilities of a new life at this 

beautiful temple, we really feel 

happy and grateful. I would like to 

take this opportunity to express 

our sincere appreciation to all of 

Wow! I can’t believe it’s the start 

of a new Dharma School year and 

we are starting up Sunday Ser-

vices. Where did the summer and 

most of 2013 go?  

 

With this new beginning, we wel-

comed our new resident minister— 

Reverend Mukojima and his family 

at the September 8th Welcome 

Luncheon. Thank you to all the 

Sangha members and Affiliated 

Organizations who came out and 

brought food and welcomed the 

Mukojima Family to the Mountain 

View Buddhist Temple. Also, 

thank you to all the volunteers 

who helped make the Welcome 

Luncheon a great success.  

 

Reverend Mukojima and his family 

arrived in Mountain View on Mon-

day, July 22 from the San Diego 

Buddhist Temple. I had forgotten 

how much effort it is to not only 

relocate from long distance, but 

also to move a young family. I 

guess the only constant that you 

know for sure in life is that things 

will always change. Sensei was 

talking with the Board of Direc-

tors the other day and com-

mented that he was very nervous 

meeting the Selection committee 

for the first time. He said he was-

n’t sure he was deserving of being 

the Mountain View Buddhist Tem-

ple’s resident minister because we 

are a larger temple and English is 

his second language.  

 

On the other hand, I feel we are 

very fortunate to have Reverend 

Mukojima as our resident minis-

ter. The little time that we’ve had 

to work together I’ve learned that 

the Dharma, Sangha and his family 

are very important to him. One of 

the saying that Reverend Muko-

By Rev. Yushi Mukojima  
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Religious Planning—October 2013 

September 29, 2013, Sunday 10:00 AM—Sangha Day Picnic  

NO SERVICES AT TEMPLE 

 

October 6, 2013, Sunday 10:00 AM —Shotsuki Hoyo  

 

October 13, 2013, Sunday—CD Nembutsu Family Conference  

 

October 20, 2013, Sunday 10:00 AM  

 

October 27, 2013, Sunday 10:00 AM  

 

  

  

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 

 MVBT Girl Scout Troop #60736 

welcomes the Mukojima family to 

the MVBT. We will begin their 

new year on September 16.  

 

Over the summer the Girl Scouts 

and their families ran the Drinks 

Booth at Obon. Many of the 

Scouts worked on and earned 

their Obon patch.  

 

Two Cadette Scouts worked hard 

over the summer to complete the 

requirements for their Cadette 

Padma Award. They will be pre-

sented their award in October 

(more information to follow). 

 

Thank you to the members of the 

Religious Planning Committee 

(Rev. Mukojima, John Arima, 

Sterling Makishima, Alec Ma-

tsumoto) for assisting with the 

panel interviews.  

 

The Cadettes started the year 

early with an overnight trip to 

Pajaro Dunes to work on their 

“Breathe” Journey.  

 

This year we are starting a new 

Senior Scout level group for high 

school girls. Please contact Leslie 

Imai if you are interested.  

 

LEADERS THIS YEAR  

Daisy—Debbie Ho  

Brownie—Naomi Nakano-

Matsumoto  

Junior—Joan Aoki  

Cadette—Joy Watanabe & Tri-

cia Uyeda  

Senior—Leslie Imai & Tricia 

Uyeda 

NEW SCOUTS & LEADERS 

We are continuing to recruit for 

new Scouts and Leaders. Please 

contact us if you have a girl be-

tween the grades of Kindergarten 

and High School who would like 

to be a Girl Scout.  

 

We are also looking for adults 

who would like to join a great 

team of leaders in the Girl Scout 

mission: “Girl Scouting builds girls 

of courage, confidence, and char-

acter, who make the world a bet-

ter place.”  

 

We look forward to a new year of 

fun activities, learning and growth.  

New from MVBT Girls Scout Troup #60736 
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These casual and pleasant gather-

ings bring to mind the personality 

of Rennyo Shonin (1415-1499), the 

eighth head abbot (Monshu) of our 

Hongwanji sect. In the book The 

Sayings of Rennyo Shonin (Rennyo 

Shonin Goichidai-kikigaki), we can 

find the word “sake” three times:  

 

On occasion, Rennyo Shonin 

would serve sake or present gifts 

in the spirit of gratefulness to at-

tract people with such hospitalities 

and then share the Buddha Dharma 

with them…Rennyo Shonin would 

say that on cold days we should be 

sure that warm sake was provided 

to the members who visited him in 

Kyoto so that it makes them forget 

the cold during their journey;…

and also on warm days, he would 

say to us to make the sake cold. 

I know that there are some of you 

who might think that sake and 

Buddhism aren’t compatible. But 

Rennyo would serve hot sake to 

those who visited him on cold days 

and chilled sake on warm days as a 

way to show appreciation for their 

service and to share the Nembutsu 

teaching with them in a heart-to-

heart talk. In reading these descrip-

tions about Rennyo, I cannot help but 

respect him for offering such warm-

hearted hospitality to his Sangha. 

 

Another famous aspect of his per-

sonality is the spirit of Hiraza. This 

means to treat all people equally 

without discrimination. In other 

words, it means speaking frankly 

and acting with others as ordinary 

people, irrespective of being a 

minister or a member. Jodo Shin-

shu in particular doesn’t have the 

severe master-pupil relationship of 

some other Buddhist practices. 

Because of this, we are able to 

take others’ happiness as our own 

happiness and others’ sadness as 

our own, too. In this sharing of 

sadness and happiness, we can all 

experience the “world of the 

heart.” In Jodo Shinshu, we call 

this spirit, Ondogyo-Ondobo. It 

can be interpreted as “Dharma 

friends…along the same Dharma 

path.” 

 

In Chapter 9 of Tannisho (or A 

Record in Lament of Divergences), 

there is a famous question from 

Yuien-bo, a sincere disciple of 

Shinran Shonin. Yuien-bo con-

fessed to Shinran, “I rarely experi-

ence joyful happiness nor do I 

have the desire to immediately go 

to the Pure Land. What should be 

done about this?” I am sure that 

his obedient and sincere words 

posed a question that transcended 

the traditional relationship be-

tween master and pupil. 

 

Many Buddhist sects teach people 

to enlightenment can only be at-

tained through ascetic practices 

accomplished through one’s own 

will power. This is known as The 

Way of Sages and it relies on a 

strict relationship between master 

and pupil where the master might 

respond to Yuien-bo’s question 

with, “You should be ready to die 

whenever you die!” In contrast, 

Shinran Shonin answered, “Yuien-

bo, I have been asking myself the 

same question. But we are grateful 

to Amida Buddha for his uncondi-

tional compassion. He made a vow 

to first save foolish beings like us 

who are always confused by love 

and hatred as we cling to life.” 

 

Don’t you think that his response 

illustrates the wonderful relation-

ship between Shinran Shonin and 

Yuien-bo? 

 

The true spirit of Jodo Shinshu is 

Hiraza. Our predecessors sincerely 

embraced the Nembutsu teaching 

and respected and supported one 

other as Ondogyo-Ondobo— 

Dharma travelers.  

 

So in inheriting their great spirit, I 

want to serve the Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple Sangha not only 

sharing the Buddha Dharma from 

the podium, but also working side 

by side with you so that we may 

share our experiences in both 

good times and hard times.  

 

And I hope that each of you will 

also will keep the spirit of Hiraza in 

mind and be respectful of all who 

are walking alongside you. Accept 

with a sincere heart all those who 

come to the temple as a Dharma 

friend. Whether we are minister, 

member, or first-time visitor, we 

have all chosen the same path. 

Inheriting the Spirit of Hiraza! (Cont’d fr P.1) 
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jima has repeated a few times is “I 

will do my best” and it’s a great 

reminder to me to try and always 

do your best.  

 

He and his family are working 

very hard to acclimate to the new 

environment and have already 

become an integral part of the 

MVBT  family.  

I want to share some thoughts 

with you. At the last funeral I at-

tended I was reminded that every 

day is a gift, to breathe every mo-

ment as if it maybe your last and 

to realize that there is no guaran-

tee of tomorrow.  

 

Be grateful for the many blessings 

that you have received and the 

family and friends who love you. I 

must be a slow learner because I 

need constant reminder to always 

do my best every day (thank Rev. 

Mukojima) and remember how 

precious life is.  

 

In gassho, 

Bob Imai 

MVBT President 

A New Beginning (Cont’d fr P.1) 

BWA Receives Shinran Shonin Statue  

BWA received delivery of the Shin-

ran Shonin statue from Japan on 

August 30th. We will have it installed 

by the Esshinniko-Kakushinniko 

Service in November. The statue will 

be presented to our temple and 

dedicated in memory of our past 

BWA members. 

 

Our two delegates, Mitsue Fukuda 

and Reiko Murakami will be attend-

ing the FBWA meeting in Los Ange-

les on October 12th. 

 

We are preparing for the Coast 

District BWA Conference which will 

be held during the Coast District 

Nembutsu Family Convention on 

October 13th. Please don’t forget to 

register for the convention. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Oct 19, 2013, 9AM in YBA Hall 
Buddhist  

 

Women’s  
 

Association 
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OH WHAT A NIGHT! 

Saturday, October 19, 2013 

Sangha Hall MVBT  

8:00PM to 12:00AM midnight 

Doors open 7:30PM 

 

Light refreshments and cash bar. 

Attendees must be 21 or older. 

 

$45/person at the door  

$35/person thru online presales. 

 

 

 

Register online 

http://sites.google.com/site/abadance   

http.//www.aba-dance.com  

 

All proceeds benefit MVBT Temple. 

 

Thank you Irene Uchiyama for 

organizing the annual ABA SF 

Giant game trip. Her wonderful 

goodie bag was great again! Only 

downer was the Giants lost! Next 

year we’ll do better! 

Thanks to Jits Higa for organizing 

the ABA group to go to the Mor-

gan Hill CD steak dinner. MVBT 

had 40 people there including our 

new minister and his family.   

 

Thank you to those special mem-

bers from MVBT who go early 

every year to help cook  and pre-

pare the dinner. This activity was 

enjoyed by all! 

Don’t Miss it! October 19th—Oh What a Night! 

Welcome back to Dharma School 

everyone! We hope you had a 

great summer and a restful time 

off from school. We are looking 

forward to a fun and exciting year 

and we hope all of you are looking 

forward to it as well.   

 

I would like to encourage everyone 

to attend the Nembutsu Family 

Convention on October 13th here 

at MVBT. There will be work-

shops and activities catering to all 

age groups and interest areas. 

MVBT Dharma School is hosting 

one of the workshops for DS kids 

ages preschool through middle 

school. It promises to be lots of 

fun (hint: bounce houses will be 

involved!) This activity is meant to 

be our Coast District Activity for 

the year as well.   

 

Also coming up—our first eat-out 

fundraiser of the year!  We only 

have two eat-out fundraisers, so 

the Dharma School appreciates 

your support.  Please see the flyer 

in this issue of Echo and bring a 

copy of it to Armadillo Willy's on 

Wednesday, October 23rd! Enjoy 

a night off from cooking and sup-

port the Dharma School at the 

same time! 

 

A big THANK YOU to our par-

ent and teacher volunteers over 

the last couple of weeks: 

 

Grace Kosakura and Tricia 

Hojo for organizing parents, 

teachers, and children to create  

decorations for the Sangha Hall 

for the Welcome Back/Welcome 

Mukojima Family luncheon. Great 

job everyone on your cards and 

cranes! 

 

Ken Nakano for getting white-

boards donated to our classrooms 

Volunteers and Maintenance 

Crew—Bob Matsumoto, Brian 

Nishimoto, Dennis Tsuka-

gawa, Glenn Kitasoe, Ken 

T s u k a h a r a ,  C u r t  F u -

kuda, Randy Sato, Kevin 

Schindler, and Debby Ine-

naga—for taking down the old 

and installing the new whiteboards 

and helping with the DS closet 

clean-out. 

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

 

Rev. Koyama 

Thank you for birthday gift 

 

Grace Kosakura 

Decorations for the 9/8 Welcome 

Luncheon 

 

Dan Kleaver & Lisa Schindler 

For Kevin's graduation 

Dharma School Back in Full Swing 
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The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month. It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Sachi Adachi 

Irene Hatsue Furuta 

Mary Hayamizu 

Ted Hayashida 

Masako Inokuchi 

Fred Inouye 

Toshio Kakigi 

Hoichi Kato 

Ihei Kawamoto  

Mamoru Kawamoto 

Takeru Kawamoto 

Masakatsu Kito 

Shozo Mayeda  

Yachi Miyake 

Yoshiaki Murakami 

Lily Nakamura 

Aiko Nakano 

Takeno Nara 

Mikiyo Nishimoto 

Hiroshi Obuchi 

Toemon Ogino 

Shigeto Okimoto 

Kayoko Okubo 

Jerry Okumura 

Tsui Sakai 

Hagiyo Sato 

Itoju Sawamura 

Yas Shimoguchi 

Drew Sugimoto 

Takie Sugimoto 

Dr. Ray Uchiyama 

Masayo Yokoyama 

Yukiko Yonemoto 

Mollie Yoshizumi 

 

October 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

Oct 6, 2013 
 

10:00 am 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Mukojima. 

E-mail  ymukojima@gmail.com  

Phone (temple office) (650) 964-9426 

As the incoming YBA President 

for 2013-2014, I would like to 

thank the MVBT Board, MVBT 

members, and affiliated organiza-

tions for their ongoing and contin-

ued support of our YBA. I am very 

excited for this year and we have 

been off to a great start!  

 

The new 2013-2014 YBA cabinet 

was installed by Rev. Mukojima 

during service on Sunday Septem-

ber 8, 2013.  

We were all able to attend the 

Mukojima Family Welcome Lunch 

and enjoyed the delicious food. 

Our first meeting of the new 

school year was also on Sunday 

September 8, 2013. We expect to 

have 24 returning members & 12 

new members this year.  

 

YBA will organize the children’s 

activities at this year’s Sangha Day 

Picnic. We are also planning a teen 

workshop for the upcoming CD 

Nembutsu Fami ly Confer-

ence.  MVYBA members will or-

ganize and run this workshop. 

 

In gassho, 

 

Haley Sawamura 

YBA President 

YBA Off to a Great Start 
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10/5-6 WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 

Saturday and Sunday 

11:00AM—2:00PM 

 

Don’t miss the big Senior Activities 

Fundraiser held in the Sangha Hall.  

 

We are asking for Japanese 

dishes, household items, as well as 

yukata or kimono. Drop off items at 

the Temple office from 10:00 AM to 

2:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

 

Please call Reiko Murakami, chair-

man, for more information.  

 

We will also be selling homemade 

items from our very own craft ladies. 

With the holidays soon approaching, 

you can do some early shopping and 

be ahead of schedule.  Please come 

have fun and support the group. 

 

10/16-17 COARSEGOLD TRIP 

Looking ahead a fun-filled trip to 

Coarsegold (CA) on Wednesday/

Thursday October 16th and 17th. 

 

Our first stop is a guided tour of 

Forestiere Garden, complete with 

under ground rooms, courtyard and 

garden. Next stop to Bright Dawn 

Center, hosted by Reverend Sunnan 

Kubose. Then we will stay overnight 

at Chukchansi Gold Casino.  

 

On Thursday, we move onto Hilmar 

Cheese Factory near Turlock, a tour 

and a hosted lunch. The final stop 

will be a short stop at Ghirardelli 

Outlet in Lathrop. We will be 

home 4:45PM.    

 

11/21GUEST SPEAKER 

Addressing safety and preventive 

measures, we will host a 

speaker from the Starlight Caregiv-

ers. Lunch will also be pro-

vided.  More information to be given 

on a later date. This will also be our 

last session before the Holiday Break. 

 

Our Senior Activities Group wish to 

express a special Thank You to 

Ben Horita for putting two shelves 

in the small storage closet so we can 

store our purse while working in the 

Sangha Hall kitchen. We are glad to 

see you back Ben, and again ARI-

GATO. 

 

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 

Available at the Temple office. A 

great gift and only $18! 

 

 

SENIOR CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Please join the group and enjoy 

the morning with good friends 

and fellowship. Everyone is wel-

come. We have patient friends, 

willing and ready to teach you 

whether it be card playing or 

craft.  Good for the mind too.    

  

Light refreshment of coffee, tea 

and desserts are always provided. 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

and share new ideas. We are al-

ways looking to make new friends. 

  

LINE DANCING 

Thursdays, 9:30AM-10:00AM  

Instruction led by Naomi Ari-

yama. An invigorating half-hour. 

 

SENIOR KNITTERS 

Whether you are a beginner or an 

expert in knitting and crocheting, 

Debbie Kitani has been very 

helpful to the Senior Craft Class 

every Thursday morning. Debbie 

has many new ideas and her 

knowledge will make your knitting 

and crocheting enjoyable.  

The winner for August  is Naomi 

Matsumoto. The winners for 

September are  Ann and Min 

Uyehara. Congratulations! 

 

To all One Hundred and Fifty 

participants of the 150 Club, thank 

you for helping Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple. 

 

Gassho—Glenn Kitasoe 

150 Club News 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

OCT Zones  8 & 9 Oct 18 (Fri) Oct 11 (Fri) 

NOV Zones  10 & 11 Nov 20 (Wed) Nov 15 (Fri) 

DEC Zones  12 & 13 Dec 18 (Wed) Dec 13 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This will provide time to layout and production. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Senior 

  

Activities  

 

&  

 

Crafts  

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
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Sangha Day Picnic September 29th! 
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In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 
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