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Dec Highlights  

 12/2 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo 

Bodhi Day 

 

 12/3 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 12/9 Sun, All Day 

MOCHI-TSUKI 

 

 12/12 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 12/16 Sun, 10:00 AM 

 Osoji Year End Temple 

Clean Up Service  

 

 12/31 Mon, 7:00 PM 

Joya-E Year End Service 

7:30 PM  

Joya no Kane Year End 

Temple Bell Ringing 

 

 12/31 Tue, 10:00 AM 

Shuso-E New Year Service 

10:30 AM   

Shuso no Kane New Year 

Temple Bell Ringing 
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By Bob Imai 

though I wasn’t always the best kid 

(think waru bozu). So when our 

son Scott was about 4 years old, 

my wife Joy and I wanted to make 

sure that he had the opportunity 

to be nurtured in a caring and 

loving “community.” 

 

Our first impression of MVBT, in 

addition to throwing an awesome 

Obon, was that of a friendly and 

welcoming place. When we en-

tered the Hondo, we were imme-

diately greeted by Mr. Endo, who 

introduced us to Bob and Naomi 

Fifty years is an incredible achieve-

ment for the Mountain View Bud-

dhist Temple.  Congratulations!   

 

“Community” was a common 

theme used by Bishop Umezu in 

his talk at the 50th anniversary 

service, you read Traci (Endo) 

Inouye’s perspective about grow-

ing up in the MVBT “community.”  

 

I would like to share some of my 

thoughts and perspectives on what 

this community means to my fam-

ily. Growing up in Southern Cali-

fornia and going to Venice Hong-

wanji Buddhist Temple was a 

formative experience for me.  

Everyone at the temple was ex-

tremely supportive of me, even 

I can’t believe Thanksgiving is 

just around the corner as well 

as the beginning of our year-

ending holiday season. As I get 

older, time seems to go by faster 

and faster, where did the year go?  

This time of year we look forward 

to spending time with friends and 

family, eating too much delicious 

food, having good conversations 

and hopefully a few laughs.  

But don’t forget to spend some 

time focused on the true meaning 

of Thanksgiving and the Holidays. 

It’s all about giving thanks and 

being grateful.  

 

It’s also a time of reflection. Let us 

all strive to remember the mean-

ing behind the holiday that we are 

celebrating and the importance of 

family, friends, and giving back 

during the holiday season. 

 

It has been a great year for me 

and I’m very grateful for the 

Mountain View Buddhist 

Temple Board, past presi-

dents and Reverend Koyama. 

Thank you for your support and 

encouragement. Thank you to all 

the Temple members and volun-

teers who make this a very special 

community.  

 

I also publicly want to thank Les-

lie, my wife for all her under-

standing, support and love.  

 

I appreciate all that everyone does 

and have a happy, safe Thanksgiv-

ing and Holiday season. 

 

In gassho, 

 

Bob Imai 

MVBT President 

 

Bruce Morimoto,  
An MVBT member  

since 2004,  

 

gives his perspective  

on MVBT’s community  

as part of the 50th  

Anniversary Celebration 
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Religious Planning—December-New Year’s 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE HELD IN THE NEWLY UPDATED HONDO 

 

December 2nd, Sunday 10:00 AM —Shotsuki Hoyo & Bodhi Day  

 

December 9th,  Sunday, ALL DAY—Mochi-Tsuki  

 NO SERVICES AT THE TEMPLE  

 

December 16th, Sunday 10:00 AM—Osoji Year End Temple Clean Up Service  

 

December 31, Monday 7:00 PM Joya-E Year End Temple Service  

7:30 PM Joya no Kane Year End Temple Bell Ringing:  

 

January 1, 2013, Tuesday 10:00 AM Shuso-E New Year Service  

10:30 AM Shuso no Kane New Year Temple Bell Ringing: 

 

 

What Do These Icons Mean? 

In an effort to consolidate information within the Echo as well provide more information on services, the fol-

lowing icons indicate various activities for Sunday Services: 

 

 

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 

Re-sizing and Pick-up for Anniversary Nenju 

RE-SIZING NENJU 

We are scheduling a date when all 

50th Anniversary nenju can be 

resized. Darcie Kameda of 

Hoseki Designs (our nenju manu-

facturer) will come to measure 

wrists after Temple service to 

custom fit the nenju to the 

wearer's wrist.  

 

Once measured, she will take the 

nenju for resizing and return it to 

the Temple office upon comple-

tion.  You will be notified when 

this date is scheduled.. 

Cost for resizing is as follows: 

Wrist $5.00 

Full sized $10.00 

Limited Edition (M) $15.00 

Limited Edition (W) $12.50 

 

Payment is to be made at the time 

the wrists are measured. 

 

PICK-UP (MEMBERS) 

Temple members who have not yet 

picked up their free 50th Anniver-

sary nenju, please go to the Temple 

office during business hours to get 

your commemorative wrist nenju.  

CONTACT 

Questions? Please e-mail 

 

Jeff Sato  

satoj@comcast.net  
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Matsumoto and Jill Kunishige. After 

service, we took Scott to the pre-

school class.  

 

Now, at that time, Scott was pain-

fully shy. As we walked into the 

class, Scott was hiding behind our 

legs and we were worried: what 

should we do if he starts to 

scream? Then a little boy with 

spiky-gelled hair came up to Scott 

and said in a cute voice, “Hi, my 

name is Evan Tsukahara. What is 

your name?”   

 

That broke the ice and to this day, 

Evan is one of Scott’s closest 

Dharma School friends. Not to 

take anything away from Evan, who 

is really a great kid, but I do re-

member seeing his mom Sharon 

telling Evan, “Go say hi to the new 

kid.” This is just one of many ex-

amples of the welcoming environ-

ment of the MVBT. 

 

The MVBT community reminds me 

of the lyrics to a Luther Vandross 

song, “A house is not a home, if no 

one’s home,” which means it is the 

people that make the community a 

very special place. 

 

The Keiro had the tremendous 

vision and foresight many years ago 

to establish this Buddhist commu-

nity in Mountain View. With enor-

mous personal sacrifice they estab-

lished the foundation for our tem-

ple to thrive. We are all so very 

fortunate that over the past 50 

years, it has been nourished into 

what it is today.  

 

A testament to the commitment of 

our Sangha is evidenced by the 

beautiful facilities we have, the 

Sangha hall gym and kitchen, the 

classrooms, and of course, the 

newly renovated Hondo and YBA 

hall. But these are just buildings 

and empty buildings do not make a 

community.   

 

What makes MVBT a vibrant com-

munity is the people and programs 

that “live” within these walls.  

Think of the enrichment we have 

with all of the activities that take 

place each week—Dharma School, 

Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, YBA, 

ABA, BWA, the senior group, to 

name a few.   

 

It is humbling to witness what 

happens behind the scenes at 

events like Obon, chicken teriyaki, 

and this 50th Anniversary event.  

People make the events happen by 

giving of themselves, the Buddhist 

act of selflessness. I realized that 

“community” is not static and that 

the community is collectively what 

we make it to be.  

 

Contributing to make our 

community successful is not a 

one-way street. We are also 

enriched by our efforts to 

create a community.  

 

For example, we were helping at 

mochi-tsuki one year and my wife 

was shaping mochi. She started 

talking to the lady across the table 

from her and the topic came up, 

“Where are you from?” Hawaii. 

“Where in Hawaii?” Honolulu. 

“Where in Honolulu?”  Kaimuki.   

 

“I’m also from Kaimuki!”   

 

After a few more pounds of shap-

ing mochi and questions about 

what street they lived on, it 

turned out that Joy was talking to 

her Auntie Diane (Umemoto)! We 

knew that Joy had relatives in the 

Bay Area, but we didn’t know 

them and who would have guessed 

that we were both part of the 

MVBT community? Auntie Diane 

would later become one of Scott’s 

Dharma School teachers.   

 

My family is grateful that we found 

such a wonderful community in the 

MVBT. Our lives have been im-

mensely enhanced by all that we 

have received, the dedication of 

the Dharma School teachers to 

educate our son, the friendships 

we have made, and even finding a 

lost relative.   

 

As I look back on what has been 

accomplished over the past 50 

years, I think about the Keiro’s 

aspirations for the future, one that 

they entrusted us to perpetuate. 

And so it falls upon us, the next 

generation of MVBT members to 

stop and consider the legacy we 

want to leave for our children, 

g r andch i l d r en  and  g r e a t -

grandchildren.  

 

We have the ability to shape the 

community, but it requires vision, 

cooperation and a collective effort 

to make it happen.  

 

We are all working toward a com-

mon goal, that is, to continue to 

grow the MVBT community for 

the next 50 years.   

 

Aspire! (Cont’d fr P. 1) 

 

Bruce Morimoto is the  

Vice President of  

Drug Development  

at Allon Therapeutics. 

 

He attended the Venice 

Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

and was far from the ideal 

student, with the term, 

“waru-bozu” often used  

to describe Bruce.   

 

In 1997, Bruce and  

his wife Joy moved back  

to California. They joined 

Mountain View Buddhist 

Temple in 2004 to give 

their son Scott a sense  

of  “community.”  

 

He is now co-teaching  

the high school class,  

and trying to earn  

good karma points  

to make up  

for all the grief  

he caused as a student. 
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Limited Edition 50th Anniversary Nenju Now Available 

Of the 25 men’s and 25 women’s 

MVBT 50th Anniversary Com-

memorative Nenju created as min-

isterial orei for our Anniversary 

banquet, only 11 men’s and 4 women’s 

remain and are now are available 

for sale to Temple members. 

 

Both nenju are made with Grade 

“A” crystal quartz and Crystal-

ized™ Swarovski Elements Crystal 

Pearls. These crystal pearls are 

created with a solid core of 

Swarovski crystal, which is then 

layered with an opaque “nacre” to 

create the appearance of polished 

gemstones. These dazzling pearls 

have a surface resistant to cosmet-

ics, dirt, chemicals, and perfumes. 

They are also UV protected.   

 

The men’s nenju are double strung 

with heavy duty stainless steel 

beading wire providing strength to 

hold the heavy gemstones. The 

black tassel is made with Kumi-

himo cording from Japan. 

 

The women’s nenju are also 

strung with heavy duty stainless 

steel beading wire, but have a 

purple traditional fringe tassel 

from Japan. 

These nenju feature the same 

color design as our 50th Anniver-

sary logo.  They are available on a 

first come basis at the following 

prices (which are very near whole-

sale cost): 

 

Men’s Limited Edition 50th Anni-

versary Nenju:—$90.00 

Women’s Limited Edition 50th 

Anniversary Nenju:—$65.00 

 

CONTACT 

if you are interested in viewing or 

purchasing a nenju: 

 

Jeff Sato  

satoj@comcast.net  
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The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month. It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Yoshiko Akizuki  

Ichiro Chikasuye 

Emiko Fujikawa  

Mamoru Fukuma 

James Furuta 

Myrna Hayashi 

Sato Hiroshige 

Dorothy Horiuchi 

June Hoshi 

Teruko Ikeda 

Hana Inouye 

Harry Ishii  

IJ Iwamoto 

David Kawamoto 

Junso Kawamoto 

Tsue Kawamoto 

Tomiko Kosakura 

Tsutomu Koyama 

Alice Koyano 

Tomoe Kumamaru 

George Kunimoto 

Yoshio Kusaba 

Nobuichi Masaki 

Kiyoko Murakami 

Jane Nakamura 

Masazo Nakamura  

Miyuki Nakano 

Shunsuke Nakano 

Leo Nakayama  

Frank Okimoto 

Kelly Sakae 

Jiro Sakano 

Hatsue Sako 

Chiyo Shimoguchi 

Yasuki Shinke 

Laurie Takasugi 

Robert Taniguchi 

Florence Tsukagawa 

Hiro Uyehara 

Edward Yonemura  

December 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

Dec 2nd 
 

10:00 am 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Koyama. 

E-mail  dkoyama@comcast.net  

Phone (temple office) (650) 964-9426 

 

The Mountain View Buddhist Temple would like to express 

its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of: 

 

Irene Furuta  October 12, 2012 

 

May you find comfort in the embrace  

of Infinite Light and Life,  

the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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1/10/13—ACTIVITY RESUMES  

Activities and Crafts will resume 

on January 10, 2013. Mark your 

calendars. 

 

We are planning our 2013 sched-

ule of events, and we welcome 

any suggestions that anyone can 

offer that possibly our Seniors can 

enjoy. It will be greatly appreci-

ated if you can share your 

thoughts with any Committee 

Member: Allan Nara, Chuck 

Uyeda, Miyo Takegami, Rich 

Endo, Dennis Tsukagawa, Al-

ice Ikenaga, Amy Imai, 

and Aiko Sugimoto-Miyamoto.   

  

SENIOR CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Light refreshment of coffee, tea 

and desserts are always provided. 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

and share new ideas. Please feel 

free to join us, for we are always 

looking to make new friends. 

 

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 

We continue to sell Senior Cook-

books. They make good gifts with 

the holidays soon approaching. The 

price is $18.00. 

PLAY SHANGHAI & HANA 

Two different card games to be 

learned and enjoyed. Shanghai is a 

popular game of rummy, and Hana 

is a Japanese card game. Join the 

group and enjoy the morning with 

good friends and fellowship. Eve-

ryone is welcome. 

 

SENIOR KNITTERS 

Whether you are a beginner or an 

expert in knitting and crocheting, 

Debbie Kitani has been very 

helpful to the Senior Craft Class 

every Thursday morning, show-

ing the ladies new ways to 

knit. Debbie has many new ideas 

and her knowledge will make your 

knitting and crocheting enjoyable.  

 

LINE DANCING 

Thursdays, 9:30AM-10:00AM  

We continue to have activi-

ties that might interest you, such 

as line dancing for anyone inter-

ested in getting morning exercise. 

Instruction led by Naomi Ariyama, 

the seniors are enjoying the rou-

tine line dancing. A short, but 

invigorating half hour. Come and 

enjoy the group. 

The winner for November is 

the Lillian Terada! Congratula-

tions!! Tickets will be available 

for the 2013 150 Club. See 

your Zone Chairs. Thank you 

for your participation! 

 

Contact Glenn Kitasoe 

 

Phone 408-749-9925 

Email:  rgkit114@aol.com 

150 Club News 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

DEC Zones  3 & 4 Dec 19 (Wed) Dec 14 (Fri) 

JAN Zones  5 & 6 Jan 16 (Wed) Jan 11 (Fri) 

FEB Zones  7 & 8 Feb 13 (Wed) Feb 8 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This is provide time to layout in the new format. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Senior 

  

Activities  

 

Resume 
 

January 10th 

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
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The first annual Meet & Greet 

Dinner was held on November 2.  

 

We had many special guests. As 

Sterling, our president has said, 

we wanted other temple people 

to experience an ABA activity.   

 

Hopefully everyone had a good 

experience. The members really 

enjoyed an evening filled with 

good food, great company and 

much laughter.  

 

Getting serious (not as much 

laughter during this part of the 

evening) about the competition 

between the sexes. The battle this 

year was won by the men.  

Thank you to the following for 

their hard work and dedication:  

Alice Ishida, Reiko Tsuchida, 

Judy Nakano, Ann Uyehara, 

Marilyn Ozawa and “Senor” 

Russ Nakano for his impeccable 

bartending skills.   

 

Also a great big thank you to the 

ones who make the evening so 

entertaining by creating activities 

in which we can all laugh together:  

Ken Nakano, Mieko Nakano, 

Dennis Tsukagawa, Joanne 

Makishima and Sterling Maki-

shima.    

The whole ABA is supportive of 

this event with their desserts, 

their attendance and most of all 

their participation.   

 

Great Job Everyone!!! 

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

 

Will Dea & Lois Okino 

 

Russ & Phyllis Chan  

 

Kinji & Julie Ushiba   

 

 

Meet & Greet Dinner—Men Win Battle of the Sexes?! 

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

Thank you  everyone helping  to  

make  the  recent  FBWA Confer-

ence  at  the  San Jose  Double-

tree Hotel  a  real  success. It  was  

appreciated  by  the  committee  

and enjoyed  by all. 

 

CHAIRING NOV SERVICES 

BWA will chair three services in 

November: Shotsuki  Hoyo  held 

November 4th, followed by ser-

vices on 18th.  

 

The  last will  be  the  Eshinni-ko  

Memorial  service  which  will be 

held  on November  25th. Eshinni-

ko donations are distributed to 

our youth  organizations for Bud-

dhist educational  activities, confer-

ences and seminars. 

 

Our  guest  speaker  will  be  Rev. 

Katsuya Kusunoki  from  Lodi.  

He will be teaching the O-saji   

group  the  chanting  of  the  Zen-

sho  Kada  at 8:30 AM  on that 

Sunday  and anyone interested  is 

welcome  to  join  in. 

 

UDON FUNDRAISER—12/2 

Udon Fundraiser will be  held  in 

the Sangha Hall. The lunch will be 

$5 and tickets are now available.   

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

 

Mary Mayeda 

In memory  of  husband,  Shozo ($1,000) 

 

NEXT BWA MEETING  

December 15th, 9:00AM  

in  the  YBA  Hall. 

25 to Attend BCA FBWA Conference in San Jose 
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Keiro Kai—A Spirited Evening of Karaoke 

On November 11, Mountain View 

Buddhist Temple hosted the Keiro 

Kai Luncheon honoring all our 

members over 70 years old. The 

Luncheon began with a traditional 

sake toast given by Dennis 

Tsukagawa in Japanese. At least, 

I think it was in Japanese, just kid-

ding. Thank you, Dennis. 

 

Instead of Temple organizations 

providing entertainment the Keiro 

treated us with a spirited senior 

activity line dance led by Naomi 

Ariyama and professional kara-

oke singing from Jits Higa, Mil-

ton Hamasaki, Julie and Kinji 

Ushiba and Shigeru Tashiro.  

 

This was highlighted by Rev. Dean 

and Linda’s rendition of Ain’t No 

Mountain High Enough. Linda was 

a great Diana Ross but Sensei you 

ain’t no Marvin G. Thank you, Jits, 

for leading us in the group song, 

Sukiyaki. 

 

Special thanks goes to our emcee, 

Mike Inouye, for running a 

smooth and entertaining program 

and to our temple organization 

members for their hard work.  

 

Special contributors to the Keiro 

luncheon were Mr. and Mrs. 

Naomi Higaki, Dale Ando, 

Yamagami Nursery, Nikaku 

Animart, Debby Inenaga, Fuji 

club and Kazuko Tashiro. 

 

Arigato – Zone 13 

Girls Scouts Give Back with Two Service Projects 

MVBT Girl Scouts are busy with 

different activities. 

 

SERVICE PROJECTS 

Hope Good Turn Day 

Collecting clothes to be donated 

to Hope Services 

 

Operation Holiday Cards 

Making cards to be sent to our 

Troops 

We have also had our Nut Sales 

and many of our Scouts will be 

attending the Service Unit ice 

skating activity. 

 

The Cadettes are busy preparing 

for Winterfest in December. They 

are making crafts to sell and a 

project that the other Scouts at-

tending can participate in. Winter-

fest is a Northern California Girl 

Scout event that draws hundreds 

of Scouts from the Bay Area. 

 

Our troop will be hosting the 

Service Unit’s Father Daughter 

Dance in February.  The Juniors 

will be in charge of the providing 

the snacks for that evening. 

Troop #60736 

MVBT Girl Scout  

YBA Takes 3rd Place in Fresno YBA Conference Talent Show  

In October, the YBA had a Hallow-

een activity. We carved festive 

pumpkins, ate a potluck dinner, 

and watched a spooky movie.  

 

The YBA attended the Central 

California YBA Conference in 

Fresno in mid-November. We 

made many new friends through ice 

breakers, workshops, the dance, and 

hotel bonding. We also won 3rd 

place in the talent show by per-

forming a song and dance routine.  

At the November YBA meeting, 

we discussed upcoming events 

such as our pancake breakfast  and 

spaghetti dinner fundraisers, and a 

possible Orange County road trip 

in the summer.  

 

The YBA will also be attending 

Coast District meetings to help 

plan for our CDYBL Conference 

on March 16th.  

 

 

In gassho,  

 

Jennifer Adachi 

YBA President 2012-2013 
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Dharma School had a successful 

eat-out fundraiser at Armadillos 

Willy's in Los Altos on October 

24th. Families raised over $250 

by purchasing dinner with 20% of 

the proceeds going directly to the 

Dharma School. Thanks to every-

one who participated and espe-

cially to Kelly Kaneko for orga-

nizing this event! 

The Keiro Kai Luncheon, honoring 

our temple seniors, was held on 

November 11th.  

 

Thank you to Dharma school 

parents Akemi Flynn-Do,  April 

Kabasinskas, and Linda Nishi-

moto for helping to coordinate 

beverages, dessert, and student 

help during this celebration. 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

Janell Tao  

Jeremy Tao's birthday 

 

Amy Imai  

In lieu of restaurant fundraiser 

 

Janice & Jeffrey Lee  

Joey Lee's birthday 

Dharma School Holds Successful Fundraiser 

Technical Support for 50th Anniversary DVDs 

Assistance with loading and viewing your 5oth Anniversary DVD. 

 

Please contact Mike Izumi and he will help walk you through the process. 

Phone: (408) 248-4408 or email zoomvideo@comcast.net  
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CELEBRATE Find a pdf version online at:  

www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

 

In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 

Happy Holidays! 
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