
 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple    575 N. Shoreline Blvd  Mountain View, CA  94043  (650) 964-9426  www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

An Extraordinary Woman 

Gratitude for Our New Facilities—President’s Message 

We are in the home stretch— 

about 99% of planned construc-

tion has been completed.  

 

The City of Mountain View has 

given its approval to reoccupy the 

Hondo, the new Nokotsudo and 

the YBA Hall. There will be one 

final walk through for the Hondo 

and new Nokotsudo with the 

contractor. There are still a lot of 

things to do before we can fully 

use all the new facilities. We’re 

back in the office, but still working 

out all the logistics. The YBA Hall 

and new kitchen look great.  

 

Before reoccupying the Hondo, 

we are planning to do some addi-

tional painting, flooring, carpeting 
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June Highlights  

 6/3 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo 

Graduating Senior Talks:  

Brandon Okumura 

and Victoria Okumura  

 

 6/4 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 6/9-10 Sat, 3:00 PM 

Dharma School Campout 

 

 6/10 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Graduating Senior Talks:  

Samantha Howard, 

Kyle Nishimoto and 

Tommy Koyama  

 

 6/13 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 6/17 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Last Service of the year 

Dharma School Awards 

By Curtis Koyama 
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By Bob Imai 

traveled to Japan when my parents 

were getting ready for the birth of 

my brother. My mom felt reassured 

because Baba could translate for the 

doctors in the hospital. At that 

time, being in her “young” 70s, 

Baba climbed four flights of stairs 

in the humid Japanese summer, 

cooked, cleaned, washed diapers 

and everything in between. Even 

though my family lived far from 

her, Baba visited on every birthday 

and every Thanksgiving. 

 

And Baba was always sharp and 

resourceful. One day, my little 

brother and I were with Baba as 

our baby-sitter. Of course, my 

‘baby’ brother started to annoy 

me. In hindsight, he probably just 

Most grandchildren address their 

grandmother as “Grandma, Bachan, 

or Nana”. But as far as I can re-

member, we always called her 

“Baba.” Baba colloquially means “old 

lady” in Japanese, which at first 

seems a little rude. However, my 

mother saw a young child calling 

his grandmother “Baba” while she 

was in Japan. The child meant no 

disrespect. On the contrary he 

used the term to emphasize their 

close and informal relationship.  

Baba was the perfect way to 

call our Grandmother. 

 

Throughout her life, our Baba had 

many moments where it would 

have been easy to complain. She 

was called “Jap girl,” as a child.  

She contracted TB. While living at 

her parents’ orchard, she was 

required to work in the kitchen 

to cook meals for the workers.  

Finally, her entire family had pack 

up and leave for internment 

camp. Yet she never complained 

or showed any sign of resent-

ment. She was a devout Jodo 

Shinshu Buddhist, I have to be-

lieve that the Dharma played a 

central role to her even-

tempered attitude towards life. 

 

Baba never shied away from hard 

work and was ready to do every-

thing that she could for her chil-

dren and grandchildren. She even 

and other repairs. Also, there will 

be some additional repairs done 

to the two side altars.  

 

The Nokotsudo Committee has 

been working hard on revising the 

Nokotsudo Policies and process 

for moving back in.  

 

I’d like to thank all the people 

who’ve worked so hard to make 

this project a reality as well as the 

Sangha and others for their finan-

cial support. Once the project is 

officially unveiled, I believe the 
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Religious Planning—April 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE HELD IN SANGHA HALL DURING CONSTRUCTION 

 

June 3rd, Sunday 10:00 AM —Shotsuki Hoyo & Graduating Senior Talks  

Graduating Senior Speakers:  Brandon Okumura and Victoria Okumura  

 

June 10th,  Sunday 10:00 AM—Graduating Senior Talks  

Graduating Senior Speakers:  Samantha Howard, Kyle Nishimoto and Tommy Koyama  

 

June 17th Sunday 10:00 AM—Last Service  

Dharma School Awards 

 

 

What Do These Icons Mean? 

In an effort to consolidate information within the Echo as well provide more information on services, the fol-

lowing icons indicate various activities for Sunday Services: 

 

 

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 

Our May 2012 winner is Jits Higa. 

There are 7 more monthly draw-

ings plus the December BONUS 

drawing. To participate please 

contact Glenn Kitasoe: 

 

Phone 408-749-9925 

Email:  rgkit114@aol.com 

 

Thank you all for participating in 

the 2012 150 Club . 

150 Club Winner 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

JUN Zones  6 & 7 June 20 (Wed) June 15 (Fri) 

JUL Zones  8 & 9 NO ECHO NO ECHO 

AUG Zones  10 & 11 Aug 15 (Wed) Aug 10 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This is provide time to layout in the new format. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

 

2012   CHICKEN TERIYAKI 
  

On behalf of the Mountain View Buddhist Temple and Zone 11,  

a huge THANK YOU   

to all who helped with our annual Chicken Teriyaki.   

This event  takes the co-operation of so many people; Many, many thanks to everyone. 

  
Best—Bryan Nishimoto, Chairperson 

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
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wanted to play. At the time how-

ever, I took it upon myself to get 

some quiet time alone.  

 

While he was playing with some 

action figures, I locked him inside a 

bedroom. Since my brother was 

too small and young to open 

doors, he was trapped. He began 

screaming and banging his tiny fists 

against the door. Baba rushed 

downstairs and at first couldn’t 

open the door. But using her sharp 

mind and some handy pick work, 

she rescued my brother. After 

that, she always kept a watchful 

eye on my brother and even when 

we were teenagers. She made sure 

that I never messed with him again. 

 

Wanting to instill Japanese culture 

into her kids, Baba pushed my 

mother to learn Chado or Japa-

nese tea. As she took my mom to 

her weekly lessons, she began to 

develop a love of tea for herself.  

After many years of practice, Baba 

eventually earned her tea name 

and my uncle installed a brand new 

tearoom inside her home.   

 

When my family stayed at Baba’s 

home, my brothers and I would 

sleep in the tearoom. I was much 

too young to appreciate the im-

portance of tea and all of its rituals.  

As a child, the tearoom was simply 

our play room. Many years later, I 

learned that the essence of tea is 

to leave baggage outside and to 

be present within the moment. 

 

Many times when I get caught up 

with the many distractions of this 

21st century life, I think back to 

the simple times when I would sit 

quietly in that tearoom while I 

watched my Baba make tea. 

Anyone who knew my Baba would 

know that she went all out for 

new years. Although every grand-

mother miraculously has the 

“good cook gene” embedded 

within her DNA, Baba’s cooking 

will surely be missed. She never 

really followed recipes, using trial 

and error, constantly tasting and 

adjusting. She always would cook 

joyfully as she looked forward to 

seeing the family. Baba always 

brought the whole family together. 

 

Towards the end of her life, Baba 

started to lose her basic faculties.  

I witnessed the sadness my 

mother faced when Baba could no 

longer recognize any of us. The 

strong and stubborn woman that 

we all knew slipped away.  

 

Some might say that we lost Baba 

long before her actual moment of 

physical death. I disagree. Baba’s 

influence continued through her 

battle with Parkinson’s disease and 

continues even now. 

 

Her very existence highlights 

impermanence and the im-

portance of telling loved ones 

how much they mean to you. 

The weekly visits to Baba brought 

us a sense of appreciation for the 

unsung heroes—the workers, 

phenomenal hospice nurses, and 

especially my Uncle.  

 

His patience and kind reassuring 

words to Baba were the tell-tale 

signs of a son whose heart was 

filled with gratitude.  Taking her 

for walks, massaging her feet, and 

whispering words of reassurance 

made such an everlasting impres-

sion on me. If I could be half the 

son that Uncle was to his Mom, I 

would be very happy.  These ob-

servations and lessons have been 

imparted on me because of my 

grandmother’s life. 

 

Reverend Yukawa reminds us of a 

priceless lesson involving the term 

Kansha which means gratitude.  

Kansha consists of two characters: 

Kan which means “sense” or “feel” 

and Sha, which means “to be 

sorry” or “To apologize”.   

 

Yukawa Sensei explained that 

when someone feels true 

gratitude, there is also a hint 

of sadness because the person 

feels as if they can never repay 

the kindness that was shown. I 

too feel a hint of sadness because 

Baba has given us so much. We 

never will be able to repay Baba 

for her hard work, never-wavering 

gratitude, or her warm and gener-

ous heart. Her influence will con-

tinue to reach us from the Pure 

Land while we hold her in our 

memories.   

 

Baba was an important link in 

the infinite causes and condi-

tions that allowed us to be 

here today. Perhaps without 

realizing it, she is still an important 

link in the causes and conditions 

that influence the outcomes of 

tomorrow.  

 

Like the young Japanese child who 

called his grandmother a unique 

and cherished name, I must now 

say goodbye to Baba, a very unique 

and cherished grandmother. 

An Extraordinary Woman (Cont’d from Page 1) 
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Ki-E Shiki Affirmation Ceremony  帰依式  

In conjunction with our MVBT 50TH Anniversary, we will be conduct a 

Ki-E Shiki or Affirmation Ceremony. The Ki-E Shiki is a layperson’s 

affirmation to follow the Buddha’s path to Enlightenment.  

 

It is a simple ceremony whose basic ritual is the symbolic shaving of the 

head—recalling the act of Prince Siddartha upon deciding to enter the 

spiritual path. Centuries later, Shinran underwent the same ceremony 

when he entered the monastery at the age of nine. Today, when this 

ceremony is conducted by the Go-monshu, the spiritual leader of our 

Jodo Shinshu tradition of Buddhism it is called Kikyo-shiki or the Confir-

mation Ceremony. Only the Go-monshu or his select representative can conduct this ceremony. We will 

have the privilege of having the newly appointed, Socho Kodo Umezu, Bishop of the Buddhist Churches 

of America, conduct this ceremony as one of his first official duties for the Mountain View Buddhist Temple. 

 

During this ceremony, participants will take refuge and affirm (Ki-E 帰依)the Three Treasures of the Bud-

dha, Dharma (Teachings) and Sangha (community). A Dharma Name (Hō-myō 法名)will then be presented. The 

Hō-myō is composed of two Chinese characters preceded by the character shaku 釋. This character is used as a 

reference to Sakyamuni, the Historical Buddha, and designates that one has become a disciple of the Buddha.   

  

If you are interested in taking part in this very simple yet meaningful ceremony, please fill out the form be-

low and return it to Rev. Koyama. There is a registration fee of $25 per person to the BCA.  If you have any 

questions, please direct them to Rev. Koyama. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR THESE APPLICATIONS IS AUGUST 26TH. These applications must be 

turned into the BCA Headquarters. Therefore, no applications will be accepted after the deadline. 

KI-E SHIKI APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name: 
 Last First Middle 
  

Name in Kanji (Chinese characters, if known): 

 

Address:  
 Number and Street Name 

 
 

 City State ZIP 

Birthdate: 

 

Phone or e-mail: 

 

Signature of Applicant: 

 

 

 Name of Parent or Guardian (If applicant is under 12 years): 

Sep 30—Thurs 

10:00 AM 

  
Ki-E Shiki  

Affirmation 

Ceremony 

帰依式 
 

 

 
Application Due:  

 

August 26th 

No exceptions 

2005 Ki-E Shiki Ceremony 
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Welcome New Members! 

New members were introduced 

after  the Spring Ohigan Service on 

Sunday, March 18th.   

 

Pictured above are: Rinko Pet-

tengill, David Kariya, Bishop 

Ogui, Chip Yamanaga, Craig 

and Nancy Hackney with son 

Frank, and Reverend Koyama. 

Pictured below, from left to right 

are: Reverend Koyama, JoAnn 

Yamani, daughter Yamani 

Huang, Tricia and David Hojo 

with children Christopher and 

Kate.   

 

We enjoyed a luncheon at Su 

Hong’s in Palo Alto to welcome 

the new members. 37 members 

including 6 new members plus 

Socho & Mrs. Ogui attended.  

Please say hello and welcome our 

new members of the temple when 

you get a chance. 

 

Gary Tahara 

Asst. Membership Chair 
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50th Anniversary Ochigo Procession, September 29, 2012 

A traditional Ochigo Procession will kick off the 

50th Anniversary Ceremony and Celebration. All 9 

and 10 year olds are invited to dress in traditional 

attire and join a group of reverends parading 

through the grounds and into the temple. It will be 

fun and a privilege to take part in such a historical 

event for the Mountain View Buddhist Temple. 

 

For more information and to put your child’s name 

on a list, please contact Debbie Kitani at  

debbie.kitani@gmail.com or (650)386-6144. 

 

CPR/AED  

TRAINING CLASS 

June 10, (Sun),  

12-4 PM  
 

Held in the (new) YBA Hall Board 

Room. Light lunch will be served. 

 

Sign up with Eileen Fujikawa at: 

fujikawabachan@gmail.com (email) 

(408) 996-0845 (phone) 

 

$58.00 per person.  

Make checks payable to MVBT-ABA. 

Class size is limited so sign up early.  

 

Sign up deadline is May 25. 

 

2012 Bazaar Meeting Schedule 
 

All chairpersons are expected to attend and  

will be asked to prepare a work schedule  

for their booth, activity or department.  

Please prepare your work schedule by the May  

Bazaar meeting so that Ron Murata, manpower  

coordinator, can develop an overall master schedule. 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Obon Meetings 

Wednesdays, May 30 & June 27 

Pricing meeting Monday, July 16 

 

Odori Practice 

July 10, 12, 17 & 19 
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Thank you to Aiko Sugimoto 

Miyamoto for organizing ABA’s 

annual trip to Reno. It was ABA’s 

20th annual trip!  Aiko wanted say 

a special “Thank you” to her 

helper on the bus and to all those 

who brought many snacks for the 

trip.  Everyone had fun!!! 

 

SUMMER BASEBALL! 

Remember ABA baseball in Au-

gust (SF Giants Aug 15—Cost 

$48/person) and September (SJ 

Giants Sunday September 2—Cost 

$40 /person). 

 

Please make all checks payable to 

MVBT ABA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIND THE CAMERA PLEASE! 

Carolyn Murata lost her camera at 

the Tri City Keirokai in Sangha 

Hall on Sunday May 6.  

 

If you have any information 

please contact the Temple of-

fice or call Carolyn Murata. 

Attention ABA—Baseball Season is Right Around the Corner 

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

We will be busy in May helping with 

the Chicken Teriyaki Fundraiser. 

 

BWA will be charge of making the 

Teriyaki  sauce, tsukemono and 

where ever we are needed.   

 

We will  also  help   the Senior 

Activities making manju on Thursday. 

We will continue attending   

monthly  meetings  in  preparation  

for the FBWA conference to Be  

held  on October  12,13 & 14 in 

San Jose at the Doubletree Hotel. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Sat, June 16, 2012 

9:00 AM in the Sangha Hall  

BWA Supports Chicken Teriyaki Fundraiser 

YBA Volleyball Tournament Upcoming 

We are currently practicing volley-

ball in the gym every Friday for the 

Bay District Volleyball tournament 

in May. Our YBA has been very 

successful at this tournament but 

we only have a few weeks to whip 

our teams into shape and bring 

home the 1st place trophy for the 

4th year in a row!  

We will send 14 members to the 

Bay District Volleyball tournament 

which we are currently practicing 

for. Wish us luck! 

 

At our last meeting on May 6th, 

we held elections for next year’s 

YBA cabinet. Congratulations to 

Jen Adachi for being elected 

president along with Kevin 

Schindler in becoming our next 

vice president. 

 

We also prepared for the Mother’s 

Day Brunch. We were glad that all 

mothers arrived early to be pam-

pered and fed delicious food! 

 

We are also helping with the for-

tune cookie bagging for the 

chicken teriyaki fundraiser. 

 

In Gassho, 

 

Thomas Koyama 

YBA President 2011-2012 

YBA  

 

Updates 
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Sangha will be very impressed. I 

know I sure am.  

 

On another note, I’d like to say 

THANK YOU to all the volun-

teers who keep the Mountain 

View Temple running.  

The Sangha and friends who sup-

port our many fundraisers and 

give donations to the Temple—  

 

THANK YOU.   

 

 

On a personal note, I’d like to say 

thank you to the past presidents’ 

and Rev. Koyama for their guid-

ance and support.  

 

In gassho, 

Bob Imai  

Gratitude for Our New Facilities (Cont’d fr. Page 1) 

The Girl Scouts are preparing for 

the end of the scouting year.  

 

We will have our troop Bridging 

Ceremony in June and host our 

Service Unit Bridging Ceremony.  

We will end the scout year with our 

annual camp-out at the temple. 

The Girl Scouts will be assisting with 

the temple chicken teriyaki fund-

raiser, dancing at Obon and making/

selling drinks at the Obon Bazaar. 

 

In gassho, 

Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto 

Troop Coordinator 

Girl Scouts End-of-the-Year Activities 

Don’t miss Miroku’s Root Beer 

Float Fundraiser on June 3rd. 

 

Welcome in the summer with an 

old-fashioned ice cream treat.  

 

Suggestion donations of $3 are 

gratefully accepted and will sup-

port the Capital Campaign. 

Miroku | Grab Your Root Beer Floats on June 3rd! 

Dharma School Eat-out Fundraiser Collects $255 

We sponsored an extremely suc-

cessful “Eat-out” fundraiser at 

Armadillo Willy’s. Special thanks 

to Miki & Tony Bellon for orga-

nizing the event and to everyone 

for coming out and supporting 

Dharma School! 

 

DHARMA SCHOOL CAMPOUT 

Sat/Sun, June 9-10th 

Activities start at 3PM (Sat). Dinner 

is at 6PM followed by a movie. 

The “brave” can sleep in their 

own tent or in the gym. All wel-

come, please join us! 

  

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

Irving & Marilyn Ozawa  

Hanamatsuri lunch 

 

Stacy Nakamura & Gail Satake-

Nakamura  

Rachel Nakamura's birthday 
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The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month. It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Spencer Cowap 

Robyn Delgado 

Kazuo Domoto  

Kotome Fujii 

Frank Fujii 

Masakazu Fujii 

Nobu Fukuda 

George Furuichi 

James Furuta 

Tomoye Goto 

Shizue Haruta 

Ben Hayamizu 

Masako Hayamizu 

Grace Hayano 

Joe Hayano 

Sidney Hiramoto 

Asa Hori 

Genzo Horino 

Josephine Hoshiko 

Kou Imai 

Yukishige Imai  

Takao Ishikawa 

John Ishizaka 

Yotsu Iwata 

Kevin Kamimoto  

Koyuki Kamimoto 

Yasuto Kamimoto 

Iris Kawamoto 

Kojuro Kawamoto 

Yasu Kawamoto 

Norma Kochi 

Albert Kosakura 

Kiyoshi Makishima 

Erin Maruyama 

George Masuda 

Frank M. Matsumoto 

Jimmy Matsumoto  

Natsumi Michihira 

Helen Miyake 

Chizuko Murai 

Katsuki Nakagawa 

Shigeo Nakanishi 

Megumi Nakano 

Kuni Nakagawa  

Tsuyoshi Nakashima  

Jim Nakayama 

Takara Ogawa 

Mika Okita 

Ichitaro Okumura 

Ryu Ozawa 

Yoshio Ozawa 

Mishi Sako 

Nizo Sako 

Suye Shimamoto 

Mary Shimizu 

Margaret Shinseki 

Trevor Sugimoto 

Yuki Taniguchi 

Barry Tokunaga 

Ito Tsukagawa 

Toshie Tsukamoto 

Kiyoshi Umeda 

Kazuko Watanabe 

Kenji Yamane 

Naoko Yamashita 

Imi Yasuda 

Goichi Yonemoto 

 

May 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

June 3rd 
 

10:00 am 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Koyama. 

E-mail  dkoyama@comcast.net  

Phone (temple office) (650) 964-9426 
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MAY 17—The Senior Group will 

join together to make Yaki Manju 

to sell during the chicken Teriyaki 

pick-up, on May 20th. Thank you in 

advance for your continued support. 

 

JUN 21—We want to thank 

Joanne Makishima for gra-

ciously volunteering to entertain 

us for a Game Day. Something 

new is planned and it is sure to be 

fun  and in terest ing .  We 

will provide lunch at 11:30AM. 

Please feel free to join in on the fun. 

June 21st will be our last day 

before our summer break. 

 

We are still hoping to hear from 

you for places of interest that we 

can visit. Please let us hear from 

you. We would look forward to 

new and interesting Senior trips. 

LINE DANCING 

Thursdays, 9:30AM-10:00AM  

For anyone interested in morning 

exercise, Led by Naomi Ari-

yama, the Seniors enjoy a short, 

but invigorating half hour. Come 

and enjoy the group. 

 

CARD PLAYING 

Play Shanghai, a rummy game, or 

Hana, a Japanese game. We can 

always use new players. If you don't 

know the games, we have experts 

who can teach you. Men are also 

welcome. Please feel free to join us. 

 

SENIOR CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Light refreshment of coffee, tea 

and desserts are always provided. 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

and share new ideas. Please feel 

free to join us, for we are always 

looking to make new friends. 

 

WANTED: EXTRA YARN 

Still looking for yarn. If you know 

of anyone with extra yarn, please 

mention our Senior Craft Group.  

Our Senior are kept very busy, 

with different projects.  Yarn is a 

big tool for their projects. 

 

We are grateful to our Senior 

craft ladies for spending many 

hours working on different pro-

jects and for different fundraisers.  

We are able to subsidize the many 

trips and lunches that are pro-

vided by these fundraisers. 

 

 

Senior  

Cookbooks 

for Sale 
 

$18 

 

The Mountain View Buddhist Temple would like to express  

its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of: 

 

Iko Oku May 4, 2012 

May Shimoguchi May 8, 2012 

Harry Nakano May 10, 2012 

Hajime Ogata May 11, 2012 

 

May you find comfort in the embrace of  

Infinite Light and Life,  

the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 
 

Namo Amida Butsu 

BUY MOCHI FOR HALF-PRICE—$2 (originally $4) 
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Graduating  

S E N I O R  

talks 

June  3  &  10  

Find a pdf version online at:  

www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

 

In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 

Graduating High School Senior Talks Begin on June 3rd 
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