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Give Me Some Attitude 

Message from Bob Imai,  MVBT  Temple President 

I attended the 2012 BCA National 

Council Meeting, Feb 23-25 with 

Rev. Koyama, Glenn Kitasoe (MVBT 

Recent Past President), Richard Endo 

(BCA Treasurer), Kevin Arakaki 

(BCA Interim Office Administrator), 

Hiroji Kariya (MVBT Booster), and 

Dennis Tsukagawa (MVBT Booster).  

 

The BCA National Council Meet-

ing is the an annual meeting of all 

the BCA minister and BCA Tem-

ple/Church representatives. It was 

hosted by the Northern California 

District at the Doubletree Hotel 

in Sacramento.  

 

Similar to the MVBT Annual meeting, 

the BCA National Council goes 
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Apr Highlights  

SERVICES IN SANGHA HALL  

 

 4/1 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Shotsuki Hoyo 

Monthly Memorial Service 

 

 4/2 Mon, 7:30 PM 

Religious Planning Meeting  

 

 4/8 Sun, 10:00 AM 

Hanamatsuri  

(Prince Siddartha’s Birthday) 

Hatsumairi  

(Infant Presentation Ceremony) 

 

12:00 Noon 

Hanamatsuri Luncheon & 

Program 

 

 4/11 Wed, 7:30 PM 

Temple Board Meeting 

 

 4/27-29 (Fri-Sun)  

Federation of Dharma 

School Teachers League 

Conference 

By Rev. Dean Koyama 
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By Bob Imai 

follow on our own path towards 

enlightenment. 

 

The introductory quote is from 

the 1st chapter of the Dhamapada, 

and is called the twin verses. The 

Dhamapada is believed to contain 

the sermons of the Buddha, col-

lected by his students shortly after 

his death. While there are many 

subsequent Buddhist teachings, 

the Dhamapada is as close to “The 

Source” as Buddhists believe we 

can get. These two verses so elo-

quently illustrate how attitude 

makes a big difference in our lives.   

 

Surf the Internet, and you’ll 

quickly find a number of stories 

reflecting this same teaching.  

Things are preceded by the mind, 

 Ruled by the mind 

 Made of the mind 

If you speak or act with  

a corrupted mind, 

Then suffering follows as the 

wheel follows the foot of the ox 

that draws the carriage.  

 

Things are preceded by the mind, 

 Ruled by the mind 

 Made of the mind 

If you speak or act with  

a calm, bright mind, 

Then happiness follows like  

a shadow that never leaves.  

 

April is notable because of the 

important religious observance of 

Hanamatsuri. Hanamatsuri is 

the birthday of Prince Siddhartha 

Gautama who became the histori-

cal Sakyamuni Buddha. His aware-

ness of life, captured as the teach-

ings or Dharma, is what we try to 

through a review of the BCA 

Headquarter departments: Budget 

& Finance, Ministers’ Association, 

Institute of Buddhist Studies, En-

dowment, Center for Buddhist 

Education, Campaign Committee, 

Affiliated Organizations, District 

Reports and Committee Reports. 

 

The March issue of the “Wheel of 

Dharma” includes a very good 

article on the 2012 BCA National 

Council Meeting. I wanted to add 

just a few of my thoughts and 

observations: 

Speak or act with a 

 

CALM, 

BRIGHT 

MIND 
 

and happiness follows 
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Religious Planning—April 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE HELD IN SANGHA HALL DURING CONSTRUCTION 

 

April 1st, Sunday 10:00 AM —Shotsuki Hoyo   

 

April 8th Sunday 10:00 AM—Hanamatsuri & Hatsumairi  

Hanamatsuri Service (Prince Siddartha’s Birthday) Service and Hatsumairi (Infant Presentation Ceremony) 

12:00 PM—Hanamatsuri Luncheon & Program  

 

April 15th Sunday 10:00 AM  

 

April 22nd, Sunday 10:00AM  

 

April 29th, Sunday 10:00 AM  

NO DHARMA SCHOOL due to Federation of Dharma School Teachers League Conference (Sacramento)   

 

What Do These Icons Mean? 

In an effort to consolidate information within the Echo as well provide more information on services, the fol-

lowing icons indicate various activities for Sunday Services: 

 

 

 Shotsuki Hoyo Service O-asaji (Morning Chanting)—8:30 AM 

 

 Adult Discussion—11:00 AM Dharma School—11:00 AM 

april  7 

yba e-waste fundraiser 

E-Waste Fundraiser & Bay District VB Tournament Coming Up 

On March 10th, we sent 14 mem-

bers to the Bay District Confer-

ence. We learned of the Buddhism 

that was interwoven in the popu-

lar Star Wars Saga. Workshops, 

lectures, and activities were all 

part of the fun and exciting experi-

ence of the conference.  

 

Our chapter performed Don’t 

Stop Believing by Journey during 

the talent show portion of the 

conference and we won 2nd 

place! A nice victory to top off a 

very fun weekend. 

Looking ahead in the month of 

April, we will be having an E-

Waste fundraiser on April 7th. 

Come out and support the YBA 

while getting some Spring Cleaning 

done by getting rid of your old 

electronics! Come by any time 

from 9AM to 3PM. 

 

In May, our chapter is planning on 

participating in the Bay District 

Volleyball tournament. This is an 

event that our chapter always 

looks forward to and we usually 

do very well, winning first place 

consecutively for the past several 

years! We hope to continue our 

win streak this year. Wish us luck! 

 

In Gassho, 

 

Thomas Koyama 

YBA President 2011-2012 
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For example, a businessman goes 

into a convenience store to pick 

up a newspaper and some gum. 

The young girl at the checkout 

stand is very cheerful and engaging.  

 

She jokes with the businessman, 

saying that newspaper and gum 

cost $10. When the businessman 

looked up to question her, she has 

a big smile on her face and says, 

“Gotcha!” And they both share a 

laugh and a simple conversation.  

 

The businessman leaves, lighter in 

step, and grateful for the feeling of 

connecting with someone who is 

happy to be alive. 

  

The following day, the businessman 

returns to the same convenience 

store, remembering the pleasant 

experience of the day before.  

However, at the checkout, the 

clerk was a different young lady. 

She didn’t look up, didn’t smile 

and didn’t say a word.  She just 

took his money, gave him his 

change and yelled, “Next!” The 

businessman leaves, world-weary. 

 

Here were two people about the 

same age, in the same location, 

and basically doing the same work. 

But their attitudes were com-

pletely different. One made the 

businessman feel good; the other 

made him feel like he had incon-

venienced her by the business-

man's  mere presence. 

 

More personally, when I first went 

to Japan to study, usually I went 

out to eat at various small Mom & 

Pop diners called shokudo.  One 

particular diner, Asahi-tei, was 

located right around the corner 

from the dormitory. They had the 

best looking and best tasting Saba 

sushi I have ever had. 

 

Because I was new to Japan and 

couldn’t speak Japanese, I didn’t 

like going to the same place too 

often because I was afraid that the 

people in the restaurant would 

start to try talking to me. I had 

eaten at Asahi-tei maybe two or 

three times.  

 

When Linda joined me, I moved 

into an apartment on the other 

side of Kyoto. About six months 

after I had last been to the restau-

rant, Linda and I were running 

errands and happened to be 

nearby. I suggested that we go to 

Asahi-tei.  

 

As soon as I walked in, the lady of 

the restaurant yells out, “Koyama-

san, maido o-kini. Ara, okusan 

desu ka?  Bijin da na!” 

“Mr. Koyama, thank you always for 

your patronage. Oh, is this your 

wife? She is beautiful.” 

 

I was amazed. I had only been in 

the shop a couple of times at most. 

They had not only remembered 

my name but were thanking me for 

always coming to their shop. To 

top it off they were complimenting 

me on having such a beautiful wife.  

They made me want to go to their 

restaurant more often. 

 

What a contrast to our Southern 

California vacation from a number 

of years ago. We were at a beach 

on a very hot and sunny day, and 

decided to get something to drink. 

I spotted a snack booth where 

about 5 people were ahead of us.  

 

The person directly ahead of us 

ordered a Coke and a 7-Up. The 

girl working at the snack booth 

moved slowly, with no considera-

tion or sense of urgency to the line 

of waiting customers.  

 

She put one cup under the Coke 

spout, filled it, stood waiting for 

the foam to go down, then filled it 

to the top. Only after the first cup 

was full did she put the second cup 

under the 7-Up spout.  After re-

peating the exact same process, 

Give Me Some Attitude? (Cont’d from Page 1) 
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First, Reverend Kodo Umezu 

is ratified as the Bishop of 

Buddhist Churches of Amer-

ica (BCA) and will take office 

April 1, 2012.   

 

The Proclamation of Accession 

Service and Ceremony for Rev. 

Kodo Umezu as the next Bishop 

of the BCA will be held on Satur-

day, June 2, 2012 at the Bud-

dhist Church of San Francisco.  

Following the Ceremony a com-

bined Celebration and Testimonial 

Banquet for Bishop Kodo Umezu 

and Socho Koshin Ogui will be 

held at the Hotel Kabuki in San 

Francisco’s Japantown. 

 

Second, Richard Endo steps down 

as the BCA Treasurer, but is 

elected as a Director-at-Large 

(DAL). Congratulations Rich. 

 

Third, Socho Koshin Ogui and 

Reverend George Eishin Shibata 

announced their retirement. 

 

Fourth, the Jodo Shinshu Center is 

five years old. WOW! How time 

flies. On the financial front we still 

owe about $2.6 million to Califor-

nia Bank & Trust and about $3.5 

million to the BCA Endowment 

Foundation. 

 

Finally, I was very impressed with 

the Youth Minister’s Assistants 

Program and the Youth Advocacy 

Program (YAC). We have some 

very exceptional young leaders 

and the BCA hope for the future 

looks very bright. 

 

In gassho, 

 

Bob Imai 

MVBT President 
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From Bob Imai,  MVBT  Temple President (Cont’d from Page 1) 

she walked back to the window, 

collected the money and then 

barked at me, “What do ya want?” 

 

These stories are very similar to 

the others that have been emailed 

to me. Someone once said, “It is 

not what you say that people 

will remember about you, it is 

how you make them feel.”   

 

In the incidents of the second clerk 

and the businessman, and my own 

experience at the beach, it was 

obvious that neither wanted to be 

there. It was just dull and boring 

work. Their body language re-

flected it, and their minds and 

attitude showed it.  They are the 

examples of the 1st verse of the 

Dhamapada. 

 

But the first clerk treated the 

businessman as if he were the only 

ones that mattered. With a caring 

mind and heart, she took care of 

his simple needs, yet engaged him 

personally as well. She made a 

connection to his life. This is an 

example of the 2nd verse of the 

Dhamapada. 

 

William James, the early 20th cen-

tury American psychologist and 

philosopher, over a century ago, 

said, “The greatest discovery of 

this generation is that a human 

being can alter their life by altering 

their attitude.”  

  

The choices we make and the 

attitudes we exhibit influence lives 

every day, in positive or negative 

ways. The most important part of 

our Golden Chain reads:   “…

knowing that my actions will result 

in not only my happiness or unhap-

piness, but also the happiness or 

unhappiness of others as well.” 

 

Buddhism teaches us to be mindful 

of our feelings, actions and 

thoughts; to try to be aware that 

often times it is our own selves 

that create our own sufferings and 

unhappiness. This is something 

very difficult to do, but guided by 

the teachings of the Buddha we 

can begin to see ourselves as we 

really are, and then we may find 

that our attitude can transform 

our lives reflecting a sense of ap-

preciation and joy. I think this is 

one of the valuable lessons that we 

should reflect upon marking the 

birthday of Prince Siddhartha. 

 

Gassho, 

 

Rev. Dean 

Give Me Some Attitude? (Cont’d from Page 4) 

 

Buddhism 

 

teaches us  

 

to be mindful  

 

of our 

 

feelings 

 

actions 

 

and thoughts 
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RENO TRIP! 

April 22-23, 2012 (Sun/Mon) 

Overnight at Silver Legacy 

Reno, NV 

Cost:—$77, double occupancy 

Includes bus ride, bonuses, treats 

(of course!). Limited to 50 people.  

Contact: Aiko Sugimoto Miya-

moto. Good Luck to all! 

 

In May ABA will staff a cooking 

shift for the Temple Chicken Teri-

yaki fundraiser. Anyone available 

on Saturday, May 19th, 12:00 

noon — 4:00PM and would enjoy 

cooking chicken with fun company 

contact Sterling Makishima or 

Dennis Tsukagawa. Refresh-

ments are provided. 

 

SUMMER BASEBALL! 

August 15, 2012 (Wed) 

SF Giants vs. Washington Nation-

als. Contact Irene Uchiyama to 

see if there are any seats available 

 

SJ Giants (Date TBD) 

Joanne Makishima is organizing 

a trip to see these Giants play.  

This event will include barbecue 

dinner at a date TBD.  Interested 

persons should contact Joanne. 

 

 

Attention ABA—Baseball Season is Right Around the Corner 

1st Obon Planning Meeting—7:30PM Wednesday April 25th 

It seems like the year has just be-

gun and we are already starting to 

prepare for Obon.  

 

Mark your calendars—the 

2012 Obon Festival & Bazaar 

will be held on July 21 and 22. 

 

Our first planning meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, April 25, 

2012 at 7:30 PM. I hope all coor-

dinators and booth chairs will be 

able to attend this meeting.  

Subsequent meetings will be held 

at 7:30 pm on the last Wednes-

day of the month. 

  

Obon is a big endeavor—help is 

always greatly appreciated. If you 

would like to help out, please contact 

me. I’ll be happy to get you involved. 

 

In Gassho, 

  

Yumi Higa 

2012 Obon Chair 

The Miroku meeting was held on 

2/11 with 14 members and 3 Advi-

sors. The meeting opened with an 

Ice Breaker. Members introduced 

the person next to them using a 

Buddhist word that started with 

the initial of their first name. (i.e. 

David– Dharma) 

 

Next, they held a Group Activity 

to illustrate that Buddhism is eve-

rywhere—TV shows, movies, and 

the music.  Members divided into 

4 smaller groups to convert a song 

into a Buddhist song, and then 

present it to the entire group. 

 

Everyone presented highly crea-

tive, imaginative, and well per-

formed songs. Group 1 sang to 

“Dynamite” by Taio Cruz. Group 

2 danced to “Wavin’ Flag” by 

K’Naan. Group 3 sang to “Born 

This Way” by Lady Gaga. Finally, 

Group 4 sang to “Lazy Song” by 

Bruno Mars. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

March 30 

April 27 

 

In gassho, 

 

Randy Sato 

Joni Furumasu, 

Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto 

Miroku Advisors 

 

Miroku | Middle School Youth Group Update 
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March 12 was the 100th Anniver-

sary of Girl Scouts and our temple 

troop was involved in various 

activities to celebrate. 

 

Cadette Maddie Matsumoto 

was invited to sing with 30 Bay 

Area Girl Scouts at the 100th 

Anniversary fundraiser at the San 

Francisco Ferry Building on 3/12. 

 

The Girl Scouts thank the temple 

for supporting their annual cookie 

sales and for the Sangha members 

who purchased cookies  

 

The Girl Scouts are chairing March 

Sunday Services. Girl Scout Sunday 

will be observed on March 25.   

 

BCA Padma Award will be pre-

sented to the following Girl Scouts: 

Brownies— 

Completed 6 hours of religious 

instruction 

Sara Ho 

Yumi Bellon 

 

Juniors— 

Completed 16 hours of religious 

instruction 

Kelly Chu 

Lauren Ho 

Julianne Ho 

Risa Itow 

Stacey Kawabata 

Kylie Mukoyama 

Wendy Sakuma 

Akemi Tang 

Kalyn Wong 

 

There are 3 Cadettes who are still 

working on their Cadette Padma.   

 

They have to complete 72 hours 

of religious instruction and have 

one more year to do so. 

 

Instructors 

Joan Aoki, Joy Watanabe, 

Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto 

and Rev. Koyama 

 

In gassho, 

 

Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto 

Troop Coordinator 

Congratulations Girl Scouts Padma Award Winners! 

Buddhist  
 

Women’s  
 

Association 

This year we are having our an-

nual luncheon combined with our 

monthly meeting. We will have 

our meeting, then play bingo  fol-

lowed by our lunch from Gombei.    

 

Approximately 28 members will 

be present.  

We are still busy attending 

monthly meetings in San Jose, 

getting ready for the big FBWA 

convention  to held in October at 

the Doubletree Hotel. 

 

 

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

 

Fujii Family ($100) 

For Mother’s memory 

 

Mitsue Fukuda ($500) 

Husband’s memorial 

BWA Annual Luncheon Upcoming 

DHARMA SCHOOL CAMPOUT  

June 9-10, 2012. Save the date! 

  

Special thanks to Joni Furumasu 

and Margie Nishimoto for orga-

nizing the Dharma School Dana 

Project—One Year After. The 

Sangha made origami cranes which 

were to be strung and sent as a 

gift to the orphans in the Tohoku 

area of Japan, devastated last year 

by the earthquake and tsunami. 

 

DONATIONS 

Gratefully Acknowledged 

Linda Uyechi & Steve Sano  

Kimi Ann Sano’s Birthday 

 

Janice & Jeffrey Lee 

Jillian’s Birthday  

   OFFICE HELP WANTED  

 Volunteers to staff the MVBT 

office on Wednesdays and Thurs-

days (every 3rd and 4th week of 

the month).  

 

Contact Bob Imai (650/960-4094) 

if you are interested.  Thank you. 

Save the Date—Dharma School Campout June 9-10 



 

Mountain View Buddhist Temple    575 N. Shoreline Blvd  Mountain View, CA  94043  (650) 964-9426  www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

Page 8 The ECHO  

The Shotsuki (Monthly Memorial) Services are conducted and sponsored by the temple in memory of the past 

members who have passed away during a given month.  It is not meant to be a substitute for families to  

observe their Family Memorial Service for their loved ones. The Shotsuki loved ones are: 

Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial Service) 

Harry Fujii  

Shigeru Fujii 

Ichihei Furusho 

Juzaburo Furuzawa  

Rev. Russell Hamada  

Tanejiro Hirano 

Dorothy Horino 

Robert Hoshida 

Hiromichi Hoshino 

June Ichikawa 

Toshiko Ikebe 

Tojiro Ishimaru 

Shigehito Kashima 

Akira Kato 

Hatsuye Kato 

Setsuo Kuboyama 

Kazuko Makishima 

Tokiyo Maruyama 

Ryu Masaki 

Kiwa Matsuba 

Ryuichi Miyamoto  

Emi Morishima 

Fuji Nakano 

Jishichiro Nakano 

Kenjiro Nakashima 

Henry Nishimura 

George Omori 

Ochiyo Omori 

Junpei Ozawa 

Henry Ryu  

Margaret Sakino  

James Sakuragi 

Akiko Satake 

Hiram Sera 

George Shimamoto 

John Shimizu 

Tom Shimoguchi 

John Shinseki 

Taichiro Sugimoto 

Jeffrey Swartwood 

Ko Tachibana 

Amy Takaki 

David Takegami 

Koichi Yamashita 

Tsune Yonemoto 

Tsuneno Yoshida 

 

April 

 

Monthly  

 

Memorial  

 

Service  

 
Sunday 

Apr 1st 
 

10:00 am 

If a name has been inadvertently left off or you would like to add a family member to the Mountain View  

Buddhist Temple list of Shotsuki names, please contact Rev. Koyama. 

E-mail  dkoyama@comcast.net  

Phone (temple office) 650 964-9426 

 

The Mountain View Buddhist Temple would like to express  

its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of: 

 

Shiro Kurasaki  February 11, 2012 

Ben Furuichi  February 14, 2012 

Tom Fukuda February 22, 2012 

 

May you find comfort in the embrace of Infinite Light and Life,  

the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha. 
 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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 SENIOR ACTIVITIES  

 

COOKBOOKS FOR SALE 

The Senior Activities Group recently 

completed our SHARING WITH 

GRATITUDE cookbook. They 

are already on sale for $18.00 and 

make great gifts for Mother's Day, 

Birthdays and anyone that loves 

great recipes.  Purchase one from 

any of our committee members for 

purchase: Allan Nara, Richard 

Endo, Chuck Uyeda, Ken Na-

kano, Miyo Takegami, Kimi 

Nishimura, Amy Imai or Aiko 

Sugimoto-Miyamoto.  

 

APR 19—A Camp Movie called 

Gila Arizona, with lunch provided 

starting at 11:30AM. We have a 

short documentary film about 

Heart Mountain. Also, for those 

who may be interested, we have a 

trip to the Wundermann place 

planned after the movie. 

  MAY 23 & 24—Overnight Reno 

Trip. Call Chuck Uyeda to sign 

up now. Price $77.00. 

 

JUN 21—A Special Game Day. It 

will be a surprise to us, as well, 

but you don't want to miss this. It 

is  being planned by Ken Nakano 

and his group. 

 

If there are places of interest that 

we can plan to visit, please share 

with us, and let us hear from you. 

We would like to accommodate 

our Senior on interesting trips.. 

 

LINE DANCING 

Thursdays, 9:30AM-10:00AM  

For anyone interested in getting 

some morning exercise, we have 

line dancing taught by Naomi 

Ariyama. The seniors are enjoy-

ing the routine—a short, but in-

vigorating half hour. Come and 

enjoy the group. 

Thank you to our Senior craft 

ladies for spending many hours 

working on different projects and 

for different fundraisers. We are 

able to subsidize the many trips 

and lunches that are provided by 

these fundraisers.  

  

SENIOR CRAFT HOURS 

Thursdays, 9:00AM-12:00PM  

Light refreshment of coffee, tea 

and desserts are always provided. 

Everyone is welcome to join in 

and share new ideas. Please feel 

free to join us, for we are always 

looking to make new friends. 

Our March winner is Don 

Fukuma. There are still 150 

Tickets available.  

 

If you would like to participate 

please contact Glenn Kitasoe: 

 

Phone 408-749-9925 

Email:  rgkit114@aol.com 

 

Thank you. 

150 Club News 

 Toban Echo Article Deadline 

APR Zones  2 & 3 Apr 18 (Wed) Apr 13 (Fri) 

MAY Zones  4 & 5 May 16 (Wed) May 11 (Fri) 

JUN Zones  6 & 7 June 20 (Wed) June 15 (Fri) 

Toban & Echo Schedule 

Please note the revised article deadline, printing dates and email submission 

process. This is provide time to layout in the new format. Thank you. 

 

Email all articles to echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org 

50th Anniversary Meeting—April 9th, 7:30 PM Pancake Room 

Please note that the time has been changed to 7:30 PM.  

 

Please attend and be a part of this important phase planning for the September 29th celebration. 

mailto:echo@mvbuddhisttemple.org
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hanamatsuri  

 

h a t s u m a i r i  

A PRIL  8  

Find a pdf version online at:  

www.mvbuddhisttemple.org 

 

In gassho, 

The Echo Staff 

Hanamatsuri Program & Luncheon April 8th 

TIME DATED MATERIAL 
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